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University Congregational  

Church 
 

Ongoing Opportunities 

Yoga  
This group meets every Tuesday at 4:00 pm in  

Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

Head to Toe  Hygiene Pantry 
University Congregational Church, along with Inter-Faith Ministries, 

Breakthrough Club, and Open Door sponsor this hygiene pantry.  If you 
would like to volunteer to help distribute items, or stock shelves call Mimi Leo 
at 316-680-1325. The pantry is open the first and third Saturday of the month 

for distribution. 

Fellowship Dinners 
Usually organized by the Womenõs Guild in the spring and fall, these dinners 

are a wonderful way for UCC members to get better acquainted.  8 -10 
people meet in someoneõs home for an evening of fellowship and fun.  

These dinners are for anyone who is interested.  Check your weekly bulletin 
for information on signing up! 

 
Call the church office (634 -0430) for details on any of these 

activities. 
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Our Covenant 
In the love of truth, and in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ, this church exists to 
serve those that believe that the Christian faith affords our clearest insight into the 
nature and will of God.  Accepting that faith as our guide, we join one with another to 
worship and work so that peace, justice and brotherhood may prevail in this world. 
 

Our Mission 
Å to provide an inspiring, thoughtful and welcoming place of worship; 
Å to encourage spiritual exploration and fellowship in a dynamic and accepting 
atmosphere; 
Å to share our talents and gifts in service to our community and to the world, following 
the example of Jesus. 

Children 
Children are a vitally important part of University Congregational Church. We stand 
proudly in the tradition of gentle, non-fundamentalist Christian education, and operate 
on the principle that children are instinctively spiritual. We believe it is a terrible thing 
to attempt to scare people--especially children--into the faith with talk of eternal 
damnation. We believe that given the right opportunities and unconditional love, 
children will grow naturally into the faith.  We take the Christian education of our 
children seriously. University Congregational Church is a place where children learn 
about the love of God and the life and teachings of Jesus. They are taught that we 
should be open and loving to people of all faiths, and that we can embrace 
Christianity with heart and soul without making judgments about those who choose to 
worship in other ways. The Christian education of our children is based on three 
principles--three things we want every child in our church to know and understand: 

1. God loves each and every one of us.  
2. We can learn about God by learning about Jesus.  
3. There is a difference between right and wrong, and we should choose to do 

right.  
 

We believe these are the anchors of our faith, and we find great joy in watching 
the children of this church grow into loving, open-minded, and responsible adults. 

 
Vacation Bible School 2010 

Women's Retreat at Heifer Ranch 

April 1 ï 3, 2011 

 
During the spring lambing season, women from across the country visit 
Heifer Ranch to watch a lamb take its first steps and reflect on the new 
beginnings that Heifer brings to millions of families. The activities 
throughout the program help participants understand and appreciate the 
lives of those helped by Heifer.  
 
Guests will stay on Heifer Ranch in a climate-controlled lodge with two 
people to a room. Each room includes towels, bed linens and a private 
bathroom. Meals are served cafeteria-style in the dining hall. 
  
Activities include: 
Å A brief introduction to gestation, birth, and post-lambing care of ewes 
and lambs 
Å Birthing checks 
Å Cheese-making and/or wool crafts 
Å Sessions on gender equity, sustainable agriculture and Heiferôs 
livestock practices 
Å Daily and seasonal farm chores, such as caring for the animals and 
gardens 

During their time on the Heifer Ranch, participants should be prepared 
for up to two miles of walking on a full dayôs program.  
 
Womenôs Lambing Program Requirements 
Minimum Age: 16. Those under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. 
Tuition Fee Includes: Educational programming, work projects, lodging 
and meals (dinner the first night to breakfast on the last day) and 
transportation to the Ranch.  $275 per person.   



Youth Mission Trip 
Summer 2011 

Watch the Sunday bulletin and newsletter in early 2011 for 
details on this trip. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heifer Ranch 2010 

 

Church Staff 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Dr. Gary Blaine  
drgaryblaine@yahoo.com 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries:  Karen Robu 
karenrobu@yahoo.com 

Office Administrator:  Cathy Erbert  
cathy@ucchurch.org 

Office Assistant:  Cyndi Richter  
cyndi@ucchurch.org 

Minister of Music:  Bob Scott 
Pianist/Organist:  Helen Griffin 

Church Sexton:  Tim Robu 
Nursery:  Grace Kneil 

Toddler Room:  Megan Lovely, Anna Duxler 
Middle School Group:  Deanna Wells 

Elementary and High School Groups:  Parent Volunteers 
 

Church Moderator 
 

2010/2011ï Becki Herod 

 
 

Sunday Morning Worship 
9:00 a.m. ï 10:00 a.m. 

September 13, 2009 ï May 16, 2010 
Babysitting will be available for those church members attending choir rehearsal, the 
Adult Sunday Discussion Group, Bible Study or the Congregational Way. 

 

During the 10:30 a.m. Service 
 

Nursery and Toddler Rooms 
The nursery is open for infants and the toddler room is for children ages two and 
three.  Grace Kneil takes care of our babies in the Nursery and Megan Lovely and 
Anna Duxler welcome the toddlers. 
 

Elementary School 
All children are welcome to join the congregation in the sanctuary for the beginning of 
the service.  Following ñA Time for All Childrenò they will be led downstairs by their 
teachers to begin Childrenôs Sunday School.  Pre-K through 5

th
 grades take part in 

Rotation style learning.  Appreciating the fact that children learn by different methods 
(through seeing, through hearing or through touching and doing) each week the 
children attend a different workshop that supports the story.  Workshops include art, 
drama, cooking, science and games.  There is always storytelling and music.  This 
year we are very excited to be using the new curriculum A Joyful Path.  This is a 
brand new Spiritual Curriculum for Ages 6-10 developed and published by The Center 
for Progressive Christianity. Inspiring to teachers and children alike, A Joyful Path's 
38 sessions celebrate compassion for all, the wisdom within, and a joy-filled life. 

"This is the first truly progressive Christian curriculum that is inclusive, joy-
full, compassionate, and intelligent." 

Please pick up your younger children promptly following the service.  Older children 
generally meet their parents upstairs in Fellowship Hall for cookies and a drink. 
 

                                 Middle and High School 
The Middle School Group (grades 6-8) meet in Old Fellowship Hall downstairs and 
the High School Group (grades 9-12) meet in the Youth Room downstairs.  These 
groups are welcome to join the congregation for the beginning of the service but are 
not required.  Both Middle and High School Groups will be using the new Caffeine 
Series curriculum.  For more information on this curriculum visit 
http://www.ucc.org/the-pilgrim-press/ 
 

Christian Education Board 2010 
Karen Robu ï Director of Children and Youth Ministries 316-634-0430 karenrobu@yahoo.com  

President ï Dorothy Blankenship (2010)     President Elect ï Rhonda Templon (2011) 
Secretary ï Gail Pilgrim (2010)                    Anne Duncan (2010)              
Barbara McKee (2010)                                 Max Jester (2011)           
Lindsay Miller (2010)                                    Renee Headrick (2011) 
Brad Blonigen (2011)  
The Christian Education Board plans policy, procedures and curriculum for the C.E. Program.  

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions, suggestions or concerns.  Every year 
members of the C.E. Board cycle off.  If you are interested in serving a two year term on the 
Christian Education Board please contact Karen Robu at the number listed above. 

 

mailto:drgaryblaine@yahoo.com
mailto:karenrobu@yahoo.com
mailto:cathy@ucchurch.org
mailto:cyndi@ucchurch.org
mailto:karenrobu@yahoo.com


Ministerôs Bible Study 
Sunday Mornings 9:00 ï 10:00 am 

 

Pocketful of Truth: An Introduction to the Minor Prophets 
Offered by Dr. Gary Blaine 

They are not called the Minor Prophets because their truth is insignificant.  
They are called ñMinorò only because their truth is succinct 
ï as compared to prophets like Jeremiah or Isaiah.  This 
Bible study will examine these prophetic voices, explore 
their historical setting, major theological themes, and 
importance for 21

st
 Century progressive    Christians. 

 

Sept. 12: Introduction ï The Prophetic Office 
Sept. 19: Jonah 
Sept. 26: Amos 

Oct.   3: Hosea 
Oct. 10: Obadiah and Joel 
Oct. 17: Micah 
Oct. 24: Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah 
Oct. 31: Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi  
 

Finding God in the Thin Places 
Offered by Dr. Gary Blaine 

In the Celtic spiritual tradition, ñfinding God in the thin placesò reflects a faith 
that God is to be experienced in ordinary places and circumstances.  
Perhaps it is a song in the pub, the babble of a gentle brook, or the silence of 
a church after the Sunday service. 
 

The thin place presumes that we cannot jump into the being of God but 
rather come closer, as if a wee but transparent veil is all that separates us 
from God. 
 

We will explore this tradition, learn about journaling, and share our 
adventures of finding God in the thin places. 
This class will meet January thru February. 

Eclipsing Empire: 
Paul, Rome, and the Kingdom of God 
From the popular ñLiving the Questionsò curriculum by Marcus Borg and John 
Dominic Crossan, this DVD and conversation explores Paulôs message of the 
Kingdom of God and his challenge to Roman imperial theology.  The course 
explores Paulôs letters, ethics, theology, and eschatology. 
 
Eclipsing Empire will meet March through April. 

 
 

Annual Events and Special Services 

 
September 12 ï Choir and Sunday school classes resume 
September 12 ï Pancake Breakfast 
October 3 ï Blessing of the Animals 
October 8 - 10 ï Robert Meyers Lecture Series 
October 21 & 22 ï Dinner Theatre ñNo Cross, No Crownò 
October 24 ï Family Night Out Halloween Party 
October 27 ï Womenôs Guild Baby Shower 
November 14 ï Revelations (Music Board Fundraiser) 
November 28 ï Hanging of the Greens 
December 5 ï Christmas Pageant 
December 11 ï Momôs Day to Shop 
December 12 ï Choir Special Music, Bake Sale 
December 24 ï Christmas Eve Services 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm 
January 12 ï Family Night Out ï Sedgwick County Zoo Visitor 
February 10, 11, and 12 ï Dinner Theatre ñVioletò 
February 20 ï Pancake Breakfast 
March 6 ï Youth Sunday 
March 9 ï Family Night Out ï Fundraiser Spaghetti Dinner 
April 1-3 ï Womenôs Retreat at Heifer Ranch 
April 21 ï Maundy Thursday Service 
April 24 ï Easter Sunday service/Easter Egg Hunt 
May 8 ï Motherôs Day Coffee Hour 
May 15 ï Last Day of Sunday School 
May 22 ï Confirmation Sunday 
June 26 ï Last day for the choir until September 
Summer 2011 ï Vacation Bible School, Youth Mission Trip 
 

 
Backpacks and Baskets filled by UCC children for Youthville 



Robert Meyers Lecture Series 
October 8, 9, and 10 

 

October 8 
5:30 pm:  Sponsor Party (Call the church office if you are 
interested in sponsoring this event.) 
7:30 pm:  Lecture by Richard T. Hughes 
8:30 pm:  Wine and Cheese Reception in Fellowship Hall 
 

October 9 
9:00 am:  Book Signing coffee and pastries 
10:00 am:  Workshop led by Richard T. Hughes 
 
October 10 
 Richard T. Hughes will be delivering the sermon at the 10:30 
church service                                                                                    

 
Cost $15 for each event or $25 for both. 

    

Lecture and Workshop will be centered on Richard T. Hughes book  
Christian America and the Kingdom of God. 

 

CPR/AED/First Aid Training 
American Heart Association 
Thursday, September 23 ǒ 5:30 pm ï 9:30 pm 
$42.00 per person 
Free for Ushers, Nursery Attendants, and Sunday School Teachers. 
This class will meet in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Stephens Ministry 

Stephens Ministry is an extension of the Pastoral Care Office.  It is a system 
through which trained lay members of the church are organized to offer 
supplemental care for people in our church.  Training of the first group of 
Stephens Ministers took place in the fall of 2008.  Supervision of the current 
Stephens Ministers is held on the first and third Sunday of each month from 
8:00 am ï 10:00 a.m. For more information on the Stephens Ministry 
program contact Karen Robu 634-0430. 

 
Phil Rhea, Bev Berl, Andrea Conlee, Karen Robu, Debbie Green 

 

The Congregational Way 
An Introduction to Congregationalism and Membership 
Whether you are a new guest at University Congregational Church or a charter 
member you will find this introduction to Congregationalism and membership an 
informative overview of the history, theology, and polity of our church.  We offer this 
class yearly. 
 
Nov. 7 ï The History and Theology of Congregationalism in the Church of England, 
Colonial America, and Contemporary Times 
Nov. 14 ï Congregational Polity (how we do things), what we expect of membership, 
and what can members expect from the church and minister 
Nov. 21 ï Meet our leadership, including Moderator, Christian Educator, 
administrative staff and the presidents of our various boards; learn about the mission, 
goals and programs of the church 
 

Adult Sunday Discussion Group 
Adult Sunday School meets each Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
Topics for discussion range from the Bible and comparative religion to social issues of 
every sort. Everyone is invited to attend and participate in these interesting and 
enlightening discussions. 
Contact Leigh Aaron-Leary for more information on this group (685-2922) 
 

Religion and Life  
The Spiritual Landscape of Americaôs Nature Writers 
Offered by Dr. Gary Blaine 
The place of Nature in the American spiritual landscape remains one of the 
most challenging and inspiring movements in American religion.  From the 
experience of the indigenous people to Wendell Berry the meaning of 
Creator and Creation. 
Originally designed as a graduate seminar you will be invited to the challenge 
of Matter and Spirit as understood by a few of Americaôs prominent Nature 
writers. 
 

The class gathers on the first Wednesday of the month, September - May.   
Sept. 1: Nature Writing: Essential Components 
Oct.  6: Ralph Waldo Emersonôs essay ñNatureò 
Nov. 3: Henry David Thoreauôs essays, ñA Winter Walkò and ñHuckleberriesò 
Dec. 1: Thoreauôs Walden 
Jan. 5: John Muirôs The Wild Muir 
Feb. 2: Mary Oliverôs Thirst and Why I Wake Early 
Mar. 2: Wendell Berryôs Given, his essay, ñChristianity and the Survival of 
Creationò 
Apr. 6: Annie Dillard ï Pilgrim at Tinker Creek 

May 4: Annie Dillard ï Holy the Firm 
Dinner will be served at 6:00.  The cost is $7 per person Childcare is 
provided. 
 

 



Children and Youth Faith Development Programs 
 

Confirmation Class 2011 ï Making Disciples 
Confirmation class for youth in 6

th
 ï 8

th
 grades will begin with a retreat April 8 and 9, 

followed by Sunday morning classes April 10 through May 22, 2011.  Students and 
their mentors will meet with Dr. Blaine Sunday Mornings from 9:00 a.m. ï 10:00 a.m.   
Confirmation Sunday will be Sunday, May 22. 
 

Our Whole Lives 
Our Whole Lives is a series of sexuality education curricula for five age 
groups: grades K-1, grades 4-6, grades 7-9, grades 10-12, and adults.   
Our Whole Lives helps participants make informed and responsible decisions about 
their sexual health and behavior. It equips participants with accurate, age-appropriate 
information in six subject areas: human development, relationships, personal skills, 
sexual behavior, sexual health, and society and culture. Grounded in a holistic view of 
sexuality, Our Whole Lives provides not only facts about anatomy and human 
development, but helps participants to clarify their values, build interpersonal skills, 
and understand the spiritual, emotional, and social aspects of sexuality.  
 

Food and Fellowship 
ñWhen he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  

Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.ò Luke 24:30-31a 
 

Cooks Night Out:  6:00 ï 8:00 p.m. ǒ Cost $15 per person $5 per child 
Members of the congregation join together for food and fellowship.  There is 
always a catered meal and entertaining program. January 19 ï Robert 
Layton, City Manager, March16 - George Boyd, Tuskegee Airman, and May 
18 - Wayne Bryan, Music Theatre of Wichita.   
 

Family Night Out:  6:00 ï 7:30 p.m. ǒ Cost $5 per person 
Modeled after the popular Cookôs Night Out, Family Night Out offers a time 
for families to enjoy a good dinner together and a family friendly program. 
Sunday, October 24 ï Halloween Party, Wednesday, January 12 ï Sedgwick 
County Zoo, Wednesday, March 9 - mission trip fundraiser spaghetti dinner 
with talent provided by UCC children and youth.  
 

Womenôs Guild:  12:00 ï 2:00 p.m. ǒ Cost $8 per person 
This group meets for a catered luncheon on the first Wednesday of select 
months.   Following the luncheon, women gather for a program, outreach 
project, or fellowship.  Oct. 6, Jan. 5, March 2, May 4.  Womenôs Guild 
annual Baby Shower will take place Wednesday, October 27 beginning at 
11:00 am. 

 

Menôs Club 
This group meets at a local restaurant the second Thursday of each month 
for lunch.  This year the Menôs Group will also help with building shelving for 
the Hygiene Pantry.  Call the church office (634-0430) for time and location.   

 
 

Theatrical Productions 
 

I was turned on to Antoinette Brown Blackwell when I 
heard Dr. Robert Meyers mention her, as the first 
female ordained minister, in a sermon he delivered 
Motherôs Day 2002.  I immediately went out and 
purchased her biography, and while reading it thought, 
ñThis would make a great play.ò   It only took me 8 
years to act on that thought, but finally last semester, 
while at Phillips Theological Seminary, I took an 
Independent Study class and began writing No Cross, 
No Crown.   It is hard to believe that in 2010 we are 
only celebrating 90 years of women being able to vote.  
I am forever grateful to the women who came before 
me, who fought so hard for the rights I now have.  I am 
especially grateful to Antoinette, a woman of faith, who 
not only fought for a womanôs right to vote, but also a 
womanôs right to stand in a pulpit ǒ Karen 

  
No Cross, No Crown:  The Story of Antoinette Brown 

Blackwell First Female Ordained Minister in the United 
States and a Suffragist 

 Thursday, October 21 and Friday, October 22 
Doors open at 6:30 dinner Performance begins at 8:00 p.m.  
 $10 show only, $20 dinner and show.   
 
 

Violetï February 10, 11, and 12 
Set in 1964 in the Deep South during the early days of the Civil Rights Movement, 
ñVioletò follows the growth and enlightenment of a bitter young woman accidentally 
scarred by her father. In hopes that a TV evangelist can cure her, she embarks on a 
journey by bus from her sleepy North Carolina town to Oklahoma. Along the way, she 
meets a young black soldier who teaches her about beauty, love, courage and what it 
means to be an outsider.  
 
One of the most acclaimed off-Broadway shows of the ô90s, ñVioletò astounded critics 
and audiences with its powerful story, its energetic, toe-tapping Gospel, Rock, 
Country, and Rhythm and Blues score by Jeanine Tesori, and its well-crafted book 
and lyrics by Brian Crawley that are not afraid to deal with important, sensitive issues.  
Doors open at 6:30 Performance begins at 8:00 p.m.  $10 show only, $20 dinner and 

show.  
 

A Christmas Pageant 
The annual childrenôs Christmas Pageant will begin rehearsals Sunday, October 24.  
Rehearsals will take place each Sunday morning from 9:00 a.m. ï 10:15 a.m. and 
Wednesday December 1 from 6:00 pm ï 8:00 pm  
Performance is in Fellowship Hall following the service Sunday, December 5. 
 
 

 


