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U n |Ve rS I ty CO n g reg a'tl O n a'l Ch u rCh In the love of truth, and in the nalr:uz anc?s\;i?rfrlggsus Christ, this church exists to

9209 E. 29th St. Wichita, KS 67226 serve those that believe that the Christian faith affords our clearest insight into the
316-634-0430 nature and will of God. Accepting that faith as our guide, we join one with another to
worship and work so that peace, justice and brotherhood may prevail in this world.
Life Span Christian Educati Qur Mission
Ie pan rISIan ucalon A to provide an inspiring, thoughtful
A enaourage spiritual exploration and fellowship in a dynamic and accepting
atmosphere;
A to share our talents and gifts in servic

the example of Jesus.

Children

Children are a vitally important part of University Congregational Church. We stand
proudly in the tradition of gentle, non-fundamentalist Christian education, and operate
on the principle that children are instinctively spiritual. We believe it is a terrible thing

to attempt to scare people--especially children--into the faith with talk of eternal
damnation. We believe that given the right opportunities and unconditional love,
children will grow naturally into the faith. We take the Christian education of our
children seriously. University Congregational Church is a place where children learn
about the love of God and the life and teachings of Jesus. They are taught that we
should be open and loving to people of all faiths, and that we can embrace
Christianity with heart and soul without making judgments about those who choose to
worship in other ways. The Christian education of our children is based on three
principles--three things we want every child in our church to know and understand:

1. God loves each and every one of us.
2. We can learn about God by learning about Jesus.
3. There is a difference between right and wrong, and we should choose to do

right.

We believe these are the anchors of our faith, and we find great joy in watching
the children of this church grow into loving, open-minded, and responsible adults.
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Sunday Morning Worship Adult Faith Development Programs

9:00 a.m. 7 10:00 a.m. . . ~ .
September 13, 2009 1 May 16, 2010 Mi n _' S t_e ros Bible Study
Babysitting will be available for those church members attending choir rehearsal, the 9:007 10:00 am

Adult Sunday Discussion Group, Bible Study or the Congregational Way.
= Fall 2009 - How We Got the Bible

Join Dr. Gary Blaine Sunday mornings for a critical look at the
Bible.

Sept. 131 The Hebrew Canon and the Samaritan Canon

Sept. 207 The Development of the New Testament

Sept. 271 The Emerging Canon in the Early Church

Oct. 47 The Apostolic Fathers from Irenaeus to Augustine

Oct. 111 From the Latin Fathers to Luther and the Reformation
Oct. 181 John Wycliffe and the King James Version of the Bible
Oct. 257 The Closing of the Canon i Challenges and Pitfalls to

During the 10:30 a.m. Service

Nursery and Toddler Rooms
The nursery is open for infants and the toddler room is for children ages two and
three. Grace Kneil takes care of our babies in the Nursery and Megan Lovely and
Anna Duxler welcome the toddler.

Elementary School

All children are welcome to join the congregation in the sanctuary for the beginning of S Revelation
the service. Foll owing AA Time for All Childreno they wild.l be |l ed downstairs by th
teachers to begin Chi |l «theough5" grsdestakeparti® c h o o IWinter 2010 & Paul i Enigma, Theologian, Founder
Rotation style learning. We look at one story for an entire month. Appreciating the Suggested Reading 1 The First Paul by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan
fact that children learn by different methods (through seeing, through hearing or Jan. 101 The Hellenization of the Ancient World and Its Lasting Impact on
through touching and doing) each week the children attend a different workshop that Christianity
supports the story. Workshops include art, drama, cooking, science and games. Jan. 171 The Emerging Christian Community in the Roman Empire
There is always storytelling and music. This year we will be integrating Jerome W. Jan.247 Paul 6s Life and Writings
Ber r y msadiydlay curriculum into our rotation style learning. Godly Play teaches Jan. 317 Paul and the Lordship of Jesus Christ
children the art of using religious language - parable, sacred story, silence and Feb. 77 Paul and the Justification of Faith
liturgical action-h el pi ng them become more fully awé&ebeldioRaul:tChrestCrogified er y of Godods
presence in their lives. Feb. 217 Paul: Life Together

Feb. 281 Our Issues with Paul and How We Appropriate Him Today
Please retrieve your younger children promptly following the service. Older children

generally meet their parents upstairs in Fellowship Hall for cookies and a drink. Spring 20107 Living the Question
Join Rev. Dr. Meredyth Bellows*
Middle and High School March and April i Living the Questions is a DVD based Curriculum that explores how
The Middle School Group (grades 6-8) meet in Old Fellowship Hall downstairs and contemporary Christians can engage their faith with intellectual integrity and awe.
the High School Group (grades 9-12) meet in the Youth Room downstairs. These
groups are welcome to join the congregation for the beginning of the service but are Themes are broken into three broad categories:
not required. Both Middle and High School Groups use the Seasons of the Spirit l. Invitation to Journey including how we can take the Bible seriously,
curriculum. thinking theologically, challenges facing Progressive Christians
L . Il. Reclaiming the World examines how we restore relationships, the
Christian Education Board 2009 problems of evil and violence, the myth of redemptive violence
President i Karen Malone (2009) Il. Callto Covenantpr oposes a Kingdom without we
Vice President - Renee Headrick i (2010) Anne Duncan (2010) vision through social justice, and t
Secretary 1 Gail Pilgrim (2010) Dorothy Blankenship (2010) Contributors to this vibrant discussion include Marcus Borg, Walter Brueggemann,
Judy Helmer (2009) Barbara McKee (2010) Amy Jill Levine, Matthew Fox, Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza, and John Shelby Spong.
Arland Wallace (2009) Frank Tremble (2009)
Karen Bradshaw (2009) Lindsay Miller (2010) *The Rev. Dr. Meredyth Bellows has served as chaplain in various hospitals and
Karen Robu i Director of Children and Youth Ministries316-634-0430 karenrobu@yahoo.com prisons in Kansas. She was the first chaplain of the Susan B. Allen Memorial
The Christian Education Board plans policy, procedures and curriculum for the C.E. Program. Hospital in El Dorado and wrote all of the policies and procedures for the Pastoral

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions, suggestions or concerns. Every year
five members of the C.E. Board cycle off. If you are interested in serving a two year term on the
Christian Education Board please contact Karen Robu at the number listed above.

Care Department. Dr. Bellows earned a B.A. in microbiology at Emporia State
University, M. Div. at Claremont School of Theology, and her D. Min. at Phillips
Theological Seminary. A Congregational Minister, she served as Associate Minister
at Plymouth Congregational Church from 2001 i 2007.


mailto:karenrobu@yahoo.com

Adult Sunday Discussion Group

Adult Sunday School meets each Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Topics for discussion range from the Bible and comparative religion to social issues of
every sort. Everyone is invited to attend and participate in these interesting and
enlightening discussions.

Contact Leigh Aaron-Leary for more information on this group (685-2922)

The Congregational Way

An Introduction to Congregationalism and Membership

Whether you are a new guest at University Congregational Church or a charter
member you will find this introduction to Congregationalism and membership an
informative overview of the history, theology, and polity of our church. We offer this
class twice a year.

Nov. 1 & Mar. 71 The History and Theology of Congregationalism in the Church of
England, Colonial America, and Contemporary times

Nov. 8 & Mar. 17 7 Congregational Polity (how we do things), what we expect of
membership, and what can members expect from the church and minister

Nov. 15 & Mar. 211 Meet our Leadership, including moderator, Christian Educator,
administrative staff and the presidents of our various boards; learn about the mission,
goals and programs of the church

Religion and Life

Offered by the Rev. Dr. Gary Blaine
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 i 8:00.

A meal will be served and childcare provided.

Fall Session i Cost of 4 classes $28

BUDDHIST AND CHRISTIAN ETHICS

Sept. 27 The Foundations of Christian Ethics

Oct. 71 The Foundations of Buddhist Ethics

Nov. 41 Buddhist and Christian Ethics: Contrast and Comparison

Dec. 21 Buddhist and Christian Ethics: Supplements and Complements

Spring Session i Cost of 5 classes $35

THE OTHER GOSPELS

Recommended Reading i The Complete Gospels, Robert J. Miller, editor
Jan. 61 The Sayings of Q i The Shadow Source of Luke and Matthew
Feb. 37 The Gospel of Thomas i Saying Source of the Synoptic Gospels
Mar. 31 Gnosticism and the Infancy Gospel of Thomas

Apr. 77 The Gospel of Mary

May 57 The Infancy Gospel of James and the Gospel of Peter

Children and Youth Faith Development Programs

Confirmation Class 20101 Pilgrims on the Way

Classes for youth in 6" i 8" grades will run April 117 May 16, 2010. Classes will
meet Sunday Mornings from 9:00 a.m. 7 10:00 a.m., and be taught by Dr. Gary
Blaine. We will receive the confirmation class at Youth Sunday, May 23, 2010.

Our Whole Lives
Our Whole Lives is a series of sexuality education curricula for five age
groups: grades K-1, grades 4-6, grades 7-9, grades 10-12, and adults.
Our Whole Lives helps participants make informed and responsible decisions about
their sexual health and behavior. It equips participants with accurate, age-appropriate
information in six subject areas: human development, relationships, personal skills,
sexual behavior, sexual health, and society and culture. Grounded in a holistic view of
sexuality, Our Whole Lives provides not only facts about anatomy and human
development, but helps participants to clarify their values, build interpersonal skills,
and understand the spiritual, emotional, and social aspects of sexuality.

Our Whole Lives will be offered for grades 8 & 9 in the fall of 2010.

Food and Fellowship
AfwWhen he was at the table with them, he took br
Then their eyes were opened,2480ddat hey reco

Cooks Night Out: 6:0071 8800p.m.6 Cost $15 per person
Members of the congregation join together monthly for food and fellowship.

There is always a catered meal and entertaining program. October 21,

November 18, January 20, March17, April 21, and May 19. Check your

weekly bulletin for details.

Family Night Out: 6:007 7: 30 p. m. pedpe@anst $5

Model ed after the popular Cookébés Night
for families to enjoy a good dinner together and a family friendly program.
Wednesday, September 97 Guest speaker Barbara McKee, Wednesday,

October 28 i Halloween Party, Thursday, November 18 i Combined with

Cook 6s Nmnagre them® with possible animal guest, Wednesday,

January 1371 (TBA), Wednesday, March 10 - mission trip fundraiser dinner

with talent provided by UCC children and youth.

Women6 s Gul2:00d 2200p.m.d6 Cost $8 per person
This group meets for a catered luncheon on the first Wednesday of each

month. Following the luncheon women gather for a program, outreach

project or fellowship. Oct. 7, Saturday, Nov. 7 (10:00 am), Jan. 6, Feb. 3,

March 3, April 7, May 5, June 2. Wo me
take place Wednesday, October 28 beginning at 11:00 am.

Mends Club
Call the church office for the latest information on this group.



Theatrical Productions University Congregational Church Lecture

Series

The word theatre derives from the Greek theatron, which October 30 1 31, 2009

means filvi ewi nThe apdieace ecames to
experience (or view) something created just for them.
The theatre is often, to use a term from the Celtic
tradition, a thin place for me. It is where | feel closest to
God. If we are, as Genesis says, made in the image of
God and God is our creator, then maybe it is the act of
creating that brings me closer to God. The theatre is
one of the last places in this crazy, busy, electronic, 24
hour news world that we are invited to sit, listen, and be
still. | hope you join us for each of the unique
experiences we offer this year. Come, be still, and
experience the wonder of creation. 6 Kar en

October 30

6:45 pm-7:45 pm: Open Reception

8:00 pm: Lecture by Dr. Robin Meyers

flesus of Nazareth: Gal i | ean Sage or Supern

October 31

9:00 am: Book Signing coffee and pastries
10:00 am: Workshop led by Dr. Robin Meyers

"What Would a Jesus-Following Church Look Like?"

Dr. Robin Meyers
Lecture and Workshop will be centered on Dr. Meyers latest book,

Pre-View of Breakthrough Club& Voices Project i Wednesday, October 14 Saving Jesus From the Church.

Doors open at 6:30 dinner catered by Sweet Basil will be served shortly thereafter.
Performance begins at 8:00 p.m. $10 show only, $20 dinner and show. .
The Voices Projecti s a reader 6s theatre production featuring rgER/AgPoTrreiu@'ngf

Breakthrougrber€l ubds me American Heart Association
Saturday, Septemb®OOpn9 6 9: 00 am
Breakthrough Cl Bréakttsougtis seslicateato providing support for $42.00 per person
individuals who have been diagnosed with a mental illness. They help people become Free for Ushers, Nursery Attendants, and Sunday School Teachers.
independent, productive citizens of the community through educational assistance, This class will meet in Fellowship Hall.

job training, employment support, housing, transportation and wellness. L
. Stephens Ministry
. OMG Il'i The Second Comingi February 11, 12, and 13 Stephens Ministry is an extension of the Pastoral Care Office. It is a system
A Musical Review celebratingGod 6s presence with songs fr omyyopdhwhithdrtifed lay BentBers of thé thdirch are organized to offer
Doors open at 6:30 dln_ner catered by Sweet Basil will be ser\_/ed shortly thereafter. supplemental care for people in our church. Training of the first group of
Performance begins at 8:00 p.m. $10 show only, $20 dinner and show. Stephens Ministers took place in the fall of 2008. Supervision of the current

A Christmas Pageant Stephens Ministers is held on the first and third Sunday of each month from
The annual dstnas Rhgeanhwillbegi@ remearsals Sunday, October 25. 8:00 am 1 10:00 a.m. For more information on the Stephens Ministry
Rehearsals will take place each Sunday morning from 9:00 a.m. i 10:15 and program contact Karen Robu 634-0430.
Wednesday December 2 from 6:00 pm i 8:00 pm
Performance is in Fellowship Hall following the service Sunday, December 6. Youth Mission Trip T Summer 2010

Watch the Sunday bulletin and newsletter in early 2010 for details on this trip.

Jesus Christ Superstar 2006



Church Staff

Senior Minister: Rev. Dr. Gary Blaine
drgaryblaine@yahoo.com

Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Karen Robu
karenrobu@yahoo.com

Office Administrator: Cathy Erbert
cathy@ucchurch.org

Office Assistant: Cyndi Richter
cyndi@ucchurch.org

Minister of Music: Bob Scott
Pianist/Organist. Helen Griffin
Church Sexton: Tim Robu
Nursery: Grace Kneil
Toddler Room: Megan Lovely, Anna Duxler
Middle School Group: Deanna Wells

Elementary and High School Groups: Parent Volunteers

Church Moderator

2009 i Ted Blankenship
20107 Anne Dorrah

Annual Events and Special Services

September 1317 Choir and Sunday school classes resume
September 131 Pancake Breakfast

September 20 7 Revelations

October 4 7 Blessing of the Animals

October14i Br eakt hrough Club AVoices
October28i Womendés Guild Baby Shower
October 30, 317 Lecture Series

November 29 1 Hanging of the Greens

December 6 i Christmas Pageant

December 12T Momés Day to Shop

December 131 Choir Special Music, Bake Sale

December 24 7 Christmas Eve Services 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm
February 11, 12, and 137 Annual Dinner Theatre Production

February 14 i Pancake Breakfast

February 17 1 Ash Wednesday Service

March 28 1 Easter Egg Hunt

April 1 7 Maundy Thursday Service

April 41 Easter Sunday services at 9:00 am and 10:30 am
April 257 Car Wash

May9i Mot her 6s Day Coffee
May 16 1 Last Day of Sunday School

May 231 Youth Sunday

June6il ce Cream Social and

June 271 Last day for the choir until September

Hour

Summer 20101 Vacation Bible School, Youth Mission Trip, and

Womenés Guild Garage Sal e

Pr

beginning

Backpacks and Baskets filled by UCC children for Youthville

(
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Ongoing Opportunities
Yoga
This group meets every Tuesday at 4:00 pm in
FellowshipHall

Adult Ballroom Dance Classes
Monday evenings in Fellowship Hall beginning at 7:00.

Film and Food R

O Friday, September 20, Friday October 23, and Friday

. November 20. Enjoy food, fellowship, and a film. Watch

the Sunday bulletin and church newsletter for time s and film
titles.

Fellowship Dinners
Usually organizedby t he Wo meithé sprinGand falldthese dinners
are a wonderful way for UCC members to get better acquainted. 8 -10
peopl e meet in someoneds home for an evening of fellowship and fun.
These dinners are for anyone who is interested. Check your weekly bulletin
for information on signing up!

Call the church o ffice (634-0430) for details on any of these activities.




