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Steeple Notes…

The Minister’s Bible Study will resume on Sunday, January 4.  We meet in the Science Classroom in the basement at 9:00, sharp.  Here is the class schedule:

Jan. 4th: “First Things First” – Genesis 1- 2:3

Jan. 11th: “Existential Outtakes” – Genesis 2: 4 – 2:25

Jan. 18th: “Who Ate the Core?” – Genesis 3

Jan. 25th: “Sibling Rivalry – the First Case Study” – Genesis 4

Feb. 1st: “People the Life Boats” – Genesis 8 – 9

Feb. 8th: “Promises to Keep” – Genesis 12, 17, 21, 22

Feb. 15th: “Made Ya Look, Dirty Crook” – Genesis 25, 27, 28

Feb. 22nd: “Hope for the Dysfunctional Family – Genesis 42 – 45

Format: PowerPoint lecture and discussion.

Fee: 
Option 1 – Read the lesson prior to the class


Option II - $25.00 per session

Suggested Text: Interpreters New Revised Standard Version Study Bible, or New Oxford Revised Standard Version

Teacher and Referee:  The Rev. Dr. Gary Blaine

Teacher’s Bias: The relationship between self and neighbor is of a sacred nature.

Teacher’s Assumptions: You know a good metaphor when you see one, can manage allegorical and figurative language without philosophical or theological paralysis.

Family as Spiritual Center – An Introduction to the Religions of the World

January 7: Hinduism


Suggested reading prior to class: The Bhagavad Gita translated by Stephen Mitchell

February 4: Buddhism


Suggested reading prior to class: Dhammapada translated by Thomas Byrom

March 4: Taoism


Suggested reading prior to class: Tao te Ching by Gia-fu Feng and Jane English

April 1: Islam I


Suggested reading prior to class: The Essential Koran by Thomas Cleary

May 6: Islam II

Dinner is served at 6:00.  Class begins at 6:30

Childcare will be provided

Format: PowerPoint lecture and discussion

Cost for the five sessions is $25.00


I offer these classes for the strengthening of your spiritual journey and I think you will find them both enriching and informative.  


May your new year be infused with God’s grace and peace.
Gary
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Notes of Interest
· STILL AVAILABLE -  High quality digital recording of Patrick Jones - At the River  which is an upgraded copy of the  original cassette recording from 1995.  For all of you who remember the marvelous musician that Patrick was, you will want a copy of this CD for yourself.  The cost is  $10.00 .  To preorder, sign up in Fellowship Hall on the PIC board or call the church office.   All proceeds of this CD go to the Outreach Program.
· The Church Office will be closed January 1 and 2 for the New Year’s Holiday.

· Women’s Guild will meet Wednesday January 7 in Fellowship Hall.  The program will be “Life of Women in America During Colonial Times” presented by UCC member, Marian Chambers.  Social time is at noon.  Lunch is served at 12:30.  Cost is $8.50.  Make your reservations by calling Rosie Howell 652-7985 by noon January 5.
· Cook’s Night Out will be Wednesday, January 21 in Fellowship Hall.  This music  program will be presented by Richard Crowson (the former cartoonist for the Wichita Eagle) and his wife who will entertain us with some great Bluegrass Music.  Social time starts at 6:00 pm. Buffet starts at 6:30 pm. Cost is Adults $15.00 Children (Ages 4-10) $5.00.
· Note change of date for January Family Night Out.  The new date is Wednesday, January 28.  This will be an all church dinner made and served by the young people of the church.  Cost of the dinner is $10 per person and monies raised will go to help send the high school group to Greensburg this summer.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of the Annual Meeting of University Congregational Church, Wichita, KS as provided for in the church’s bylaws.  The meeting will be held on Sunday, January 11, 2009 in the sanctuary immediately following the church service.  Agenda items include:
      1.  Approval of the 2009 budget; and
      2.  Election of church officers and board members; and
3. Such other business as is appropriate.
Copies of the 2009 Proposed Budget and the Slate of Officers are available in the church office.

CHURCH RECORD

Member Deaths:  Melba Hughes passed away on November 27th.  Our condolences to daughter and son-in-law, Mindy and Tom Page and the Hughes family on the loss of Melba.

Patricia Oak passed away on December 9th. Our condolences to her daughter and son-in-law Cathy and Greg Erbert and, Patty’s husband Tom Oak and their family on the loss of Patty.        

New Members:  Welcome to new members Larry and Sue Anderson, and Jay and Phyllis Decker who joined UCC on December 7th.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cathy and Greg Erbert would like say thank you for all the sympathy cards, notes of condolence, phone calls & food deliveries made to them and their family.   Your thoughtful gestures at this difficult time were greatly appreciated. 









Submit February Newsletter articles / notices by January 21  to the church office: � HYPERLINK "mailto:newsletter@ucchurch.org" ��newsletter@ucchurch.org�, or leave the information in the Newsletter Mailbox next to the copy machines in the Church Office.








OUTREACH BOARD





	The UCC Outreach Board would like to thank everyone for their support and donations throughout 2008. The items and funds we were able to distribute throughout the year made a big difference in the lives of people in need who would have otherwise gone without.  The coming year will, no doubt, bring new and increasing needs to our attention. We will be calling on the UCC family to help us meet these challenges. Just a reminder, there will be no January Outreach basket as we will be having four Quarterly Outreach Projects instead.  Look for more information in upcoming Sunday bulletins and the February newsletter about the changes for Outreach in 2009.
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BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE





The building committee has met several times in the last sixty days to discuss the office addition project. The quote that we received from our contractor was significantly higher than the initial “ball park” estimate they talked about in our interview process. At that point we asked them as well as the other contractor we interviewed to re-quote our project. The second contractor came back with a much closer estimate for our project, but unfortunately that number still exceeds the funds raised.


	Our plan now is to postpone the project until spring 2009 when construction weather will be better and in the meantime we will continue to explore alternatives to keep the project cost at or below the funds raised. The funds received to date are invested in interest bearing accounts and are not being eroded by the stock market decline. If you have any questions contact me at your convenience.





Gary Poore











Christian Education





	Now that all the Christmas activities are behind us it is time to focus on the church’s 5th musical production.  Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat will be presented February 19, 20 and 21.  This event brings more people to the church than any other thing we do throughout the year.  It is a great opportunity to show the community what a great place this is, so I hope you will invite a friend.  This event also requires more volunteers than anything else we do at the church during the year!  I have a job for you no matter what your talents.  All the children of the church are invited to sing in the choir.  There are still spots open for youth and adults onstage as well.  Other areas where we need volunteers include lights, costumes, props, advertising, dining room, and ticket taking.  If you are interested in helping out call me 634-0430.





Shalom, Karen





	

















