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Submit February Newsletter articles / notices 
 
by
 Thursday, 
January 14
  
to
 the church office: 
newsletter@ucchurch.org
, 
or
 leave the information in the Newsletter Mailbox next to the copy machines  in the Church Office.
)






 (
NOTE FROM NEWSLETTER EDITOR
W
e will be testing new formats for our monthly newsletter beginning with February newsletter and going through April.   After 
trying 
several new formats, we will ask the congregation for feedback on which 
one 
you like the best. 
)
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Steeple Notes…
	
	In a recession and fighting wars on two fronts while maintaining other military posts throughout the world we might be tempted to simple religion.  We might pray for a day when everything seemed to be less complicated and clarity was generally available to us.  I am not so sure there ever was such a time.  Sentiment is a tempter that would coddle us into a thoughtless social, religious, and political worldview.
	In an interview with ABC’s Mike Wallace on April 27, 1958, Reinhold Niebuhr said, “The more complex the world situation becomes, the more scientific and rational analysis you have to have, the less you can do with simple good will and sentiment.”  In case you may have forgotten, Niebuhr was speaking as one of American’s most profound Christian preachers and teacher of Christian ethics.  Fifty-one years later nuclear weapons are available to half a dozen nations outside of America and Europe.  We have a global economy in the midst of a significant environmental crisis.  We have worldwide communications technology that no one at ABC television could have imagined in 1958.
	With the growing complexity of life on this planet our faith and mission as a church cannot become simple minded and sentimental.  If we are going to have any kind of a future as a church our hearts and minds must measure up to the variegated challenges of expansive technological, scientific, political, societal, and economic change.
	Do you remember the old hymn, “There’s A Church in the Valley by the Wildwood?”  Simple and sentimental as it may be, that church does not have a chance of steering us through the maze of multi-cultural, post-modern and post-Christian ethical dialogue.  We have a small vision of the power of the local church if we think that moral discourse can only be found in Geneva, or Rome, or Washington.   I rather think that when people in communities like Wichita are engaged in rational conversations about just relationship around the world presidents and prime ministers might have a better idea of efficacious global leadership.
	I can think of few congregations in this city better equipped to the challenge of thoughtful dialogue than University Congregational Church.  As we think about our mission goal of meaningful engagement with all of our neighbors in this city let us be bold in our use of reason, confident in the power of justice, and courageous in our meeting with all who might share the risk of meaningful conversation.
	I hope that you have a New Year that is filled with good health, strong families, and peace in your heart.!

 Gary
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DATES TO REMEMBER

· December 24 - Christmas Eve Services.   7:00 p.m. Youth and family oriented service; 
	11:00 p.m. is the candlelight service.  The special offering will go to the WSU Campus Ministries.
· January 6 - Women’s Guild Luncheon.  The program this month is perfect for starting the New Year.  “Cut the Clutter and Get Organized” will be presented by Denise Dias.  Social time is at 12 noon. Lunch is served at 12:30. Cost is $7.00. Please call Rosie Howell at 652-7985 to make your reservation.
· January 6 - Religion and Life Spring Session begins (see insert). The first class is titled “The  Sayings of Q-The Shadow Source of Luke and Matthew” presented by Dr. Meredyth  Bellows.  Please sign up in Fellowship Hall on the PIC board or call the church office.
· January 10 - Ministers Bible Study Class begins its study of Paul. (see insert)  The first class is titled “The Hellenization of the Ancient World and Its Lasting Impact on Christianity” presented by Rev. Dr. Gary Blaine. The class will meet in the new office addition (hopefully).
· January 12 - Men’s Group Lunch, Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. at the Mediterranean Grill (in the parking lot of Target by Town East).  Please sign up in Fellowship Hall on the PIC board or call the church office.
· January 13 -  Wednesday- 6:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to the Congregational Conversation to review the status of the 3 year Strategic Plan established last year. Come and share your ideas. A  casual dinner will be provided and child care will be available. 
· January 15 - Food and Film Friday.  A fun way to end the week. Come join the group for a casual and relaxed evening. We are showing “A Fish Called Wanda” so be prepared to 	laugh out loud. Please sign up in Fellowship Hall on the PIC board.
· January 16 - Saturday-Leadership Training, 9:00 am- 12:00 noon.  A short orientation for all the newly elected board presidents of UCC. 
· January 20 - Wednesday-Cook’s Night Out  “Crowson Returns”. Richard Crowson (the former cartoonist for the Wichita Eagle) and his wife will present a music program. For those of you who have not seen them before, you are in for a treat. Social time is at 6:00 pm, Dinner is at 6:30 pm. Reserve your spot by noon Sunday, January 17 by signing up in Fellowship Hall or by calling the church office.  Adults $15.00; Children (4-10)  $5.00.  Call the church office if you need childcare. 
· February 11-13 - Thursday  thru Saturday. Mark your calendars! Karen Robu is presenting her UCC Dinner Theater Show “OMGII, The Second Coming”. 


 (
On Sunday, January 10th, Dr. Blaine will deliver a sermon entitled, Threads.  This sermon will examine the theological threads that are woven in President Obama's Nobel Peace Pri
z
e speech.  You are encouraged to read the speech prior to the service
)
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C
HRISTIAN EDUCATION
As you all know I have been attending Phillips Theological Seminary since September of last year.  I have completed 21.5 credit hours.  Many of you have asked how much longer I have to go.  Well, to complete the Master of Divinity degree I need 87 credit hours.  I plan on it taking 3 ½ more years.  I don’t see being able to finish any earlier, and still give the attention needed to 
both 
my family and my job here at the church.  
It has been an amazing experience so far, and as much as I’m enjoying the holiday break, I look forward to starting up again the end of January.  I will be taking History of Christianity II, Intro to Theology, and an independent study.  I am especially excited about the independent study.  My plan is to write a play based on the lives of historical female Christian leaders.  The women I am thinking of so far include Antoinette Brown Blackwell (first female ordained minister in the 
United States
, and a Congregationalist), Fanny Crosby, Dorothy Day, Edith Stein, and Sojourner Truth, along with 15 others.  
If the play turns out the way I hope, it will be the show we perform at the church in the fall of 2010.  Before that we have our annual musical theatre production in February.  Mark your calendars for OMG II:  The Second Coming, February 11, 12, and 13.  Hope to see you there!
Shalom,
 
Karen
)
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Greetings 
from  Billie
 and Bob Meyers
Hello, dear UCC friends!  Our hearts have been warmed again during this holiday season by cards and calls from so many of you that we can only respond like this.  We have hit milestones 80 and 86, but our memories of the happy years with 
all  of
 you are vivid, loving, and a source of constant joy.  May 2010 
be
 the best year ever for each one of you.
With abiding love
,
  B
ob
 and Billie
)











Church Record

New Members: Cindy Couch, Richard and Barbara Mohney, John and Kate Newsom, 	Gayle Pauly, and Crystal and Peter DeVries were warmly welcomed into membership 	at UCC on December 20. The DeVries bring their daughters Julia and Jaden into 	our 	church family too.
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Moderator’s Corner

	I am looking forward to serving as UCC Moderator for 2010.  We have so many exciting things happening at UCC in the coming year!  One that everyone is looking forward to is the completion of our new office wing.  The move to the new building is planned for sometime in January, though it will take a while for the finishing decorating touches to be completed.  I think that you will be very impressed with the new addition.  When all the work is completed, the exterior and interior are going to be very attractive.  The offices are roomy and inviting, and there is so much more work space.  There will be an open house when the move is completed (date to be announced).  A big thank-you to the Building Committee for all of their work on this project and to those who made donations to make this addition a reality.  A special thank you to Gary Poore for heading this committee, Jim Rhatigan for heading the fund-raising, Kim Banta for being the liaison between the contractor and the committee,  Rosemary Davenport for all her work on the interior of the new building, and Diane Park for handling numerous details relating to the new building.  
	We also have many interesting programs planned this year.   Dr. Blaine will be offering the Minister’s Bible Study Class series beginning in January, and Dr. Meredyth Bellows will be teaching the Spring session Adult Sunday School class entitled “Living the Question”.  We are also excited about our new member program:  From Guest to Member, which will help us track our visitors, invite them to church functions, and provide them with a sponsor from our Deacons’ Board.  The new UCC website, accomplished by the marketing and public relations committee, is targeted for release in March/April timeframe and will be a great improvement over our old website.  The Council and Strategic Planning Committee have seen a preliminary version and it is much more attractive, interesting, and easy to use.  Thank you to Debbie Becker and Darrin Fullerton for all their work on this! 
	The theatrical performances at UCC are always so professional and entertaining.  Karen Robu will oversee the production the musical review, OMG II—The Second Coming, to be held it February.  This is a performance you will not want to miss.  
	As a church family, we will also begin to explore ways we can make a difference in our community, addressing the needs of so many who are less fortunate.  The all-church Congregational Dialogue on January 13th will start that process.  The community task force, together with the Outreach Committee, will continue work to implement our plans.  
	Indeed, we have much to look forward to in 2010!   I would like you to invite you to contact me throughout the year with any suggestions, questions, or concerns you may have regarding UCC.  I am always happy to talk with you.  I wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season and a Happy New Year.

Ann Dorrah, Moderator









Don’t’ Miss This Important Conversation!
What progress are we making on the Strategic Plan?  What have we already accomplished?  What steps are next?  What ideas would you bring to help us meet our mission goals?
	Please join us for a conversation on the Strategic Plan 
Wednesday   January 13 – 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

6:00—Pizza, Soft Drinks, Cookies
6:30—A Review of Goals and Accomplishments 
(A time to learn, to ask questions, to volunteer help)

· Music Board
· Christian Education Board
· Deacons
· Marketing/Public Relations Task Force
· Community Action Task Force
· Excellence in Church Leadership Task Force
· Building Committee

Childcare will be provided.

Come see what UCC has achieved and plans to do!
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