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Steeple Notes…

A Memorial Planner will be mailed to you in February.  A Memorial Planner is exactly that.  It is an opportunity for you to do some thinking and planning for your celebration of life.  There are several purposes for the planner, not the least of which is thinking about the elements of a memorial celebration and honoring your wishes.  Secondly, a planner that is shared with your family can help them know what you want, minimize confusion, and even reduce the possibility of conflict.


A Memorial Planner will ask you to think about the hymns you would like the congregation to sing, scripture verses, readings, and special music.  Of course I am prepared to help you make these selections but I am very open to the possibilities that you might imagine.  There are guidelines and suggestions that I think will be helpful to you and planning this service.

A Memorial Planner will be sent to every adult in each household.  When you 

receive it please:


1.  Fill out the planner.


2.  Make enough copies for yourself and appropriate members of your family.


3.  Return the planner to the church office.  


Your planner will be placed in your family file and stored in my study which is locked.  Your planner is kept confidential.  I cannot tell you how helpful this will be for me and your family when the time comes for us to celebrate your life.  Of course, your planner can be changed at any time by mailing changes or calling me.

Though we have announced it in the Sunday bulletin and on the website please note that my email address is: drgaryblaine@yahoo.com.  


My cell phone is: (316) 239-5474.  I do not usually take calls on my cell phone when I am driving or visiting with someone in the hospital.  Please remember that if you leave a voice mail on my cell phone I may not receive it until the next day – or later.

My home phone is (620) 367-2508.  As I have said in the past, you are welcome to call me at home for any pastoral emergencies.  If you need to set up an appointment with me you can call me directly or talk with Cyndi Richter at the church.  Cyndi has access to my calendar and can make appointments on my behalf.

Remember that I do my writing at home on Thursdays and Fridays.  Fridays and Saturdays are often weekends for weddings, Sunday school preparation, and study.  Monday is my day off.  


I cherish the opportunity to serve you.

May the Peace of God be with you all, 


Gary
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Dates to Remember
· Women’s Guild will meet Wednesday February 4.   The program will be presented by Dr. Lorraine Madway who’s program is called “WSU Library of Special Collections”. Dr. Madway , a graduate of Yale, is the WSU Librarian of Special Collections who was hired specifically to organize the volume of historical  information on Kansas, Wichita, and WSU.  Did you know that the first civil rights sit-in was at Dockum Drugstore here in Wichita? Make your reservations by calling Rosie Howell at 652-7985 by noon Feb. 2.  Social time begins at 12:00 noon, lunch is at 12:30, and the cost is $8.50. 

· All Young Adults and Adults with Young Children are invited to “The Gathering” on Wednesday, January 28, at 6:00 pm. in Fellowship Hall.  Dinner is potluck so bring something to share.  We would like to get to know you better.  We would like to introduce you to people in a similar stage in life.  We would like to know what you think of our ministry and how we could better serve you.  Please call the church office at 634-0430 to let us know you are coming. 

· Mark your calendar for Wednesday, February 11!  The Strategic Plan Committee will share with you the three year goals for the church that have been present by the various Boards and Committees of the church.  The Committee wants to share those goals with you and give you an opportunity to share the value that you would give to these goals.  The Committee is soliciting your sense of passion for these recommendations.  A casual dinner of pizza (no charge) is at 5:30 and the program will begin at 6.  Child care will be provided.  We must have your reservation if you plan to eat with us.  EVERYONE IS INVITED, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU BE THERE!
· ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE which marks the beginning of Lent is February 25 at 7:30 in the sanctuary.  Child care will be provided.
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Church Record

Birth:  Colin Glen Friend, son of Brook and Andrea Friend, grandson of Ray and Holly Friend was born on December 8, 2008.  Colin was baptized on January 11, 2009.

Member Deaths:  Lea Huffman died January 5, 2009.   Nell Magoulas died January 17, 2009.   Our sincere condolences to the Huffman and Magoulas families.









Submit March Newsletter articles / notices by


 February 16  to the church office: � HYPERLINK "mailto:newsletter@ucchurch.org" ��newsletter@ucchurch.org�, or leave the information in the Newsletter Mailbox next to the copy machines in the Church Office.








OUTREACH BOARD





	The first Outreach Board meeting of 2009 was held on January 18. This meeting was very productive as we discussed ways that UCC can expand our presence in the Wichita area community as well as possible fundraisers for the board. There are several avenues we’re looking into and updates will be posted on the bulletin boards in Fellowship Hall, the newsletter and the weekly bulletin. No funds were distributed this month. If you have any questions or suggestions regarding the Outreach board, please contact one of the board members. Contact information is posted on the bulletin boards.
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ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT MEMBERSHIP?





Out constitution and bylaws stipulate that if you are in sympathy with our church’s covenant you may enter into membership with University Congregational Church.  Talk with Cyndi Richter or Dr. Blaine for a membership packet.








Christian Education





	Many of you know I made a plea in church a couple of weeks ago for “a few good men.”  I was beginning rehearsals for Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat and needed a total of 14 men to do the production.  	Sadly I did not have enough male volunteers.  What I did have was 18 men, women and children excited about doing a show, UCC’s 5th annual musical theatre production.  Considering the fact that we had 20 visitors to the church the day after Cotton Patch Gospel last year and the fact that I had so many people willing to do a show I decided that canceling the production was not an option.  	So, after some thought I decided to switch gears.  We will be mounting a musical review of about 30 Broadway songs all dealing with God, Jesus, and faith.  It is amazing how many songs there are not just from shows like Godspell and Jesus Christ Superstar but Big River, Guys and Dolls, Seussical, Damn Yankees, and many others.  		The dates remain the same.  The volunteer needs remain the same, as does the cost and caterer.  	


	Zack Powell (Cotton Patch Gospel) and Maurice Sims (Godspell, Jesus Christ Superstar and Children of Eden) join the cast, as well as our own Ted Blankenship, Burt Tims, and UCC Children’s Choir. 


	 I hope you will join us and bring a friend!  





Shalom,  Karen


***********************************************************************************


5th Annual Music Theatre Production


February 19, 20, and 21


Doors open at 6:30 pm dinner served shortly there after.


Show at 8:00 pm


Dinner catered by Sweet Basil


$20 Dinner and Show


$10 Show Only

















