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Steeple Notes…

This past week I started a list of housekeeping items that I want to accomplish at “Soggy Bottom.”  A window needs to be replaced, fences need to be repaired and a new fence strung on about two acres west of “Emily’s Half Acre Wood.”  There is also the tree house that we promised her last fall.  Speaking of housekeeping there are a couple of things at UCC we need your help with.


We have been working very hard to improve communication at the church through the newsletter, website, and Sunday bulletin inserts.  For example, we have moved the publication of the newsletter up a week so that it can be in your home before the new month begins.  We have hired a new webmaster to keep the website current.  “What’s Up?” is a new link to special events happening at the church.  We can only present the material.  It is up to you to read it and mark events on your calendar.


The number of people participating in the Introduction to World Religions has been invigorating.  In the Buddhism class there were 55 people in attendance.  Karen Robu has done an excellent job providing us with delicious food at the nominal cost of $5.00 per person.  With this number of people we have learned a few things.  In the future, programs and events that involve food will require registration with payment in full.  It is too difficult for us to try and figure out from month to month how many people will be eating, and we have no choice about paying for the number of persons fed.  


With a growing program ministry we are trying to enhance the use of our building and avoid calendar conflicts.  Our Administrative Assistant, Cyndi Richter, is responsible to keeping the church calendar.  If you are planning a meeting and want it on the calendar please call Cyndi.  She is also responsible for making arrangements for building or room use.  She can assist you with other needs such as kitchen use or janitorial services.  Please understand that if you are planning on food service it will be the responsibility of your committee or group to plan the menu, prepare and serve the food, and clean up after your meeting.  


By now you will have received the Memorial Planner.  I hope that you are filling it out and sending a copy to me.  


Now I need to check my seed catalogues and plan my vegetable garden.  


May you and yours be blessed with love and peace!


Gary
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Dates to Remember
· NOTE DATE CHANGE: Confirmation Class will begin Sunday March 1 at 9:00.
· Women’s Guild Luncheon will held Wednesday, March 4 in Fellowship Hall. Church member Carol Reel will present “The Activities of UCC Women’s Guild for 25 Years”   Social time is at 12 noon and lunch will be at 12:30 p.m. Cost is $8.50. Please call Rosie Howell at 652-7985 to make your reservation before noon on Monday, March 2.
· Taoism is the subject of the World Religion Class for Wednesday, March 4.  Suggested reading for the class is “Tao te Ching” by Gia-fu Feng and Jane English. There is a charge for dinner of $5.00 for those who did not sign up for the entire series.  Please sign up in Fellowship Hall or call the church office if would like to attend so we have a count for dinners. Dinner is served at 6:00  and the class begins at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. The final two classes are; April 1 -Islam I and May 6- Islam II with suggested reading “The Essential Koran” by Thomas Cleary. Childcare provided.
· Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday March 8!!
· Cook’s Night Out is scheduled for Wednesday, March 18.  Kent Crisler will take us to the continent of Antarctica through the eyes of a geologist who has brought back rocks and stories of his travel there.  Social time begins at 6:00 p.m. and the buffet will be open at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall.  Please make your reservation by signing up in Fellowship Hall on the PIC board or calling the church office at 634-0430.  Cost is $15.00 p.p. and children(ages 4-10) are $5.00. Childcare is available.  
Moderator Report 

I would like all of you to know that I have heard from Ana Gomez- Reggati, who tells me that she has received approval as a resident of the USA along with a welcome letter and resident card.  As you will recall, she is the mother of Javier and Daniel Gomez who are also seeking resident status.


The brothers' efforts have been postponed several times, but a hearing on their case is set for March 5. If you would like to congratulate Ana, you can email her at agreggeti@yahoo.com.
(continued on next page)
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(Moderator Report continued)


I would also like to express my satisfaction with the work of the strategic plan committee. The Feb. 11 meeting was a success and I think we are pointed in the right direction. Apparently most of us want to follow a goal of getting new members and to seek ways of getting ourselves out into the broader community.


I have always believed that doing that is the best way to find new members. We should all embrace these things. It's the way to a successful future.
Ted Blankenship, Moderator
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Christian Education





	You may remember in the December newsletter I spoke of the Christian Education goals that are part of the Strategic Plan.  Karen Malone also spoke of these goals at the recent Strategic Plan meeting on February 11.  I thought I would take this time to update you on our progress. 


	 Beginning in January the toddler room began using Season’s of the Spirit curriculum.  Megan and Anna, our two toddler attendants, now teach a short lesson and lead the children in an activity each Sunday.   Also beginning in January the high school group began working toward being more mission focused.  Led by two parent volunteers (Diane Worth and Karen Malone) this group has begun work toward their first mission trip.  As you may already know they will be going to Greensburg May 29, 30, and 31 to work with Mennonite Housing.  So far we have 16 parents and youth committed to this trip.  In order to raise money for the trip there are three fundraisers planned.  I hope you will consider participating in one or all of them.  They are:


	


	1.  Pancake Breakfast in Fellowship Hall following the service on February 22.  	      Free will offerings.


	2.   All church dinner Wednesday, March 11 beginning at 6:00 pm.  The youth 	       will prepare and serve the meal.  Cost is $10 per person.  This evening the 	       group will also unveil their idea for the Vacation Bible School mission project.


	3.   Car Wash Sunday, April 26 during the church service.  Drive your car in dirty 	       that morning and drive it home clean after church.  Free will offerings.





If you have any questions or comments don’t hesitate to give me a call.





Shalom, Karen

















