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THE CHURCH WISHES TO PURCHASE A DEFIBILLATOR
 in the event that someone suffers a cardiac arrest in the church building or grounds.  Our cardiac specialists have agreed this would be an excellent idea.  We have found a portable unit which could be used by any lay person.  On our “wish list” as well is an industrial style first aid kit which would cover a multitude of first aid needs and illnesses.  We are seeking a donation(s) from individual(s) totaling $2,000 to fund these items as well as the training our staff, ushers and any others interested would take in order to be trained in the use of the defibrillator.  If you are willing to 
help
 out with this purchase, please send your donation to the church office with “defibrillator” written in the memo line.  This will be considered a tax deductible
 
donation.
)
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Steeple Notes…
	
On April 5 we commissioned our Stephen Ministers.  They are Bev Berl, Kim Carraway, Andrea Conlee, Debbi Green, Phil Rhea, Karen Robu, and Arland Wallace.  As you recall, they have engaged in 50 hours of training.  They are equipped to be in care giving relationships on a sustained level, usually for up to one year.  This relationship is typically for one hour a week.  This is different from a parish visitors program that would engage a parishioner’s needs on a short term basis, such as a drop in visit at a hospital, helping someone with errands or groceries.  I hope to create a parish visitors program in the near future.  

If you have not done so, PLEASE send us your Memorial Planner.  

May 6th is the last installment of our world religions program.  In April we studied the life and core teachings of Muhammad.  We will look at the teachings of the Koran on the 6th.  Please bring your copy of Thomas Cleary’s book, The Essential Koran.  If you are not already registered and want to have dinner with us you must sign up in Fellowship Hall.  

New Member Recognition Sunday will be May 31st.  If you would like to join University Congregational Church please contact the church office.  We will receive our Confirmation Class on Youth Sunday, May 17th.

I will take two weeks of my vacation July 19 – August 1.  I will not be available to conduct administrative business during that time.  I will be available for memorials or emergency pastoral care.  During the week of August 2 – 7 I will be teaching a graduate seminar at Phillips Theological Seminary.  The course is entitled, “The Social Gospel and Public Ministry.”  This is an intensive summer class, which meets from 8:30 A.M. through 4:45 P.M.  During this week I will not be available for pastoral care or memorial services.  Memorial services will have to be planned for the following week or later.  I can be in contact with people via email and my cell phone.

The Social Gospel and the public ministry of the local church was the focus of my doctoral project at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology.  It has been an essential part of my ministry for 34 years.  What I have found interesting and instructive is how I keep reworking both the theory and practice of that project.  I would like to offer you an introduction to the Social Gospel movement in the next church program year.  

May the Peace of God flood your household.
	



Dates to Remember
· Final New Membership Class for this session is Sunday May 3.
· Women’s Guild Luncheon is all about fun this month.  Our own Carla Walker  will present “A Celebration of Fun” on Wednesday, May 6. Social time 12:00 noon  Lunch is served at 12:30 pm. Cost is $8.50.  Make your reservation by calling Rosie Howell at 652-7985 by noon May 4.
· Islam II is the subject of the final World Religion Class for this session presented on Wednesday, May 6. Suggested reading “The Essential Koran” by Thomas Cleary. Please let us know if you will be having dinner before at a cost of $5.00.  Please call the church office if you will be attending the dinner or sign up on the PIC board in Fellowship Hall.  Dinner at 6:00 Class begins at 6:30. Childcare is available. 
· Mother’s Day May 10, coffee will be served by the C.E. Board and Youth downstairs in Fellowship Hall after the service.
· Last Day of Sunday School is May 10.
· Confirmation Sunday/Youth Sunday is May 17.
· Cook’s Night Out is Wednesday May 20.  Everyone mark your calendars for Wayne Bryan’s presentation of “Music Theatre of Wichita 2009”.  There is always a full house for this dinner so make your reservations early. Social time 6:00 pm Buffet 6:30 in Fellowship Hall.  Please make your reservations by signing up in Fellowship Hall on the PIC board or calling the church office at 634-0430 by Monday, May 18. Cost is $15.00 per person and the cost for children (ages 4-10) is $5.00 per child. Childcare is available.
· Kid’s Club begins May 24 since Sunday School has ended until September.  Kids will meet downstairs during the church service from age 4 to just completed 5th grade.  Older kids are welcome to sit with their parents during church.
· Membership Sunday is May 31!
Church Record

New members: 
UCC welcomes our new confirmands to the church membership:  Julia Brooks, Brendan Jester, Austin Jester, and Nathan Templon.  They will be honored during the Youth Sunday service on May 17.

Member Deaths:
Josie Leonard passed away on April 8th.  Our deepest condolences to her husband Benny and their family.
Harold Hauck passed away on April 11th.  Our deepest condolences to his wife Dot and their family.  Harold’s service will be held on April 27th , 3 p.m. at UCC.  


 (
Christian Education
When Tim and I attended our first Youth Sunday, before I began working for the church, I was surprised by the relatively low attendance.  I think, sometimes, people feel if they do not have a child participating in Youth Sunday, they have no reason to be there.  I would like to encourage every member of the congregation to attend this year.  The date is Sunday, May 17.  The theme is Communities of Peace.  I would also like to share with you some reasons Youth Sunday is so important.  These were adapted by a workshop by Pat 
Schwing
.
   1.  
It involves youth in a project of meaning and value.
   2.  
It facilitates inter-generational relationships.
   3.  
It gives youth public exposure to the congregation.
   4.  
It builds trust within the church between youth and adults.
   5.  
It allows a forum for youth to share their feelings about important issues with the
    
 
   
adult
 church members.
   6.  
It 
help
s unite the group as a whole.
   7.  
It gives the youth a sense of worth and accomplishment as individuals and as a
        
group
.
   8.  
It adds to the variety of Sunday morning services.
You will hear people say youth and children are the future of the
 
church.  I believe
 
they are more than that.  They are part of our congregation here and now.  They are the present church.  I hope you will all support them.
Shalom,
   
Karen
)



























UCC Garage Sale
Are you ready to begin your spring cleaning?  Do your closets need a major overhaul?  Well, be sure to save all those gently used items that you need to get rid of to help you de-clutter!  UCC is having a garage sale Thursday, June 4th, and Friday, June 5th, here at the church.  We will have times for delivery of your items several days in advance.  We cannot accept electronics or appliances.  
The garage sale is sponsored by the Outreach Board and the Women’s Guild in order to raise money for the annual baby shower that we have for needy mothers.  There is no money to fund this very worthwhile project this year, and we hope you will donate your items to the church.  Your donation will be tax deductible.  Please call Grace Kneil or Ann Dorrah if you have large items that need to be picked up.      
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