 

Men’s Club forming at UCC!  Announcements will be run in future bulletins regarding the first meeting.  If you wish to be included on an email mailing list for this group, please contact the church office by email or telephone and let us know you are interested. 
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Steeple Notes…
	
If you are thinking about one more book to read for the summer, you might consider Dr. Robin Meyers, Saving Jesus from the Church: How to Stop Worshipping Christ and Start Following Jesus (Harper Collins, publisher).
It is an excellent introduction to progressive Biblical studies that is represented by scholars from the Jesus Seminar such as Marcus Borg, John Dominic Crossan, and John Shelby Spong.  Meyers will acquaint you with conclusions that are being made about the historic Jesus.  He also challenges the church to rethink how it relates to this Jewish peasant who emphasized the Kingdom of God that is focused on radically inclusive communities of peace and justice.  Gone is the mysterious cosmic Christ whose humanity was dissolved into the deity referred to as Trinity.  Meyers alternative vision to the Christian life looks something like this:

Jesus as Teacher, not Savior
Christianity as Compassion, not Condemnation
Prosperity as Dangerous, not Divine
Discipleship as Obedience, not Control
Religion as Relationship, not Righteousness

If you have been paying attention to the sermons and Biblical studies that I have offered over the past two years you know that Robin and I think a lot alike.
I certainly agree that authentic religion is fundamentally a matter of just relationships.  I am not sure that I would have said, “True religion is relationship, not righteousness.” (p. 207).  Again, I do not disagree with the heart of this chapter.  The term righteousness is problematic.  In the Hebrew Bible righteousness (tsedheq) occurs 525 times and its basic meaning is “to do right,” with a strong emphasis on the covenant relationships.  It is a relational concept rather than strict obedience to rules and laws.  Righteousness, God’s and our own, is thus focused on justice, faithfulness, and mercy.  In the New Testament the meaning of righteousness gets fuzzy.  The Greek word is dikaiosyne and can be variously translated to mean “righteous,” “good,” “just,” “pious,” and “right,” in our relationships with one another and God.  Paul uses the term righteous to make his central argument of God’s grace making human beings “justified” before God.  Paul makes a deep theological argument that leaves the historic Jesus in the background.
It is interesting that the term “righteousness” is seldom used in the synoptic gospels.  There can be no doubt that Jesus challenged and turned upside down the religious assumptions of his day.  He defied every possible purity code and challenged the culture of patronage and shame.  He tore down every pious and puritanical rite and practice that oppressed other human beings or gave privilege and rank to others.  So, I wonder if the problem is found in purity codes and – God forbid – Puritanism.  
Enjoy Robin’s book and have a great vacation.
	
Grace and Peace to you all,
	
Gary


Save the Date
Sunday, September 20, 2009, 
6:00 PM
Revelations: Garden Party at Prairie Pines
Dinner
Performances by the Students in the Choir
********************************************************************************************
A Tour to the Holy Land
April 20-30, 2010
Plymouth Congregational Church is organizing a trip to Israel next Spring. The senior minister, Dr. Don Olsen will be the leader of the tour organized by Ya'lla Tours and arranged through Sunflower Travel.  The price will be $3,595 per person and includes flights, double occupancy lodging, breakfasts, dinners, and a few lunches.  Additional costs will be for departure tax and some lunches.  That price will come down after they get 20 people.  They are hoping for about 30.
You would be flying Delta from Wichita and staying 4 nights in Tiberias and 4 nights in Jerusalem.  The plan is to see as many Biblical sites as possible.  There is a detailed itinerary that we can provide to anyone who is interested.
Plymouth Congregational would be delighted if  members of University Congregational Church could join them on this wonderful trip.  To receive an itinerary, please call Cyndi at the church office at 634-0430.  You are also welcome to call Roger Douthett at 686-8782 or the Plymouth Congregational Church office at 684-0221 for more information.

Church Record
New members: 
We welcomed 16 new members to UCC in May:  Jed and Robin Bond, Linda Burnside, Marla Flentje, Darrin and Kandi Fullerton, Michael Gaylor, Stephanie Lister, Mary Anna Meshew, Abby Arthur and Tom Safely, Jane Suderman, Mary Stark, Bruce and Rhonda Templon, and Don Youngland.
We welcomed 4 confirmands as new members on Youth Sunday:  Julia Brooks, Austin Jester, Brendan Jester, and Nathan Templon.

Baptism:
Mason Reames Bond – son of Jed and Robin Bond, was baptized on June 21st.


 (
Christian Education
This past year the CE Board decided, as part of the church’s Strategic Plan, to become more mission focused.  The Board, youth, children, and parents of University Congregational Church have been hard at work the past couple of months fulfilling that goal.  
Our youth group collected items for Youthville which, at Vacation Bible School, the children placed into baskets and backpacks.  20 backpacks and 20 laundry baskets were filled with necessities to give to foster children.
  The youth raised over $3000 for their recent trip to Greensburg.  While there
,
 21 parents and youth re
-
shingled a roof, planted trees, shrubs, and flowers, and cleaned up debris from the 2007 tornado.  Everyone had a great time knowing they were making a difference and the group is already talking about where to go next year.  
And, June 7
th
 over $600 was given at the Ice Cream Social to support college choir scholarships next September.  I would like to thank the congregation for their generous support of the children and youth of this church.
Blessings,
Karen
)






















  	               





Moderator Letter 

I’m sure you already know, but I’d like to remind you that some positive things have been happening. The congregation approved the first strategic plan, a program that is sure to change the direction of the church in the years to come.  
The chief aim of the first three years is to find ways to get additional members. This is important work, but as you must know, not easy. We have to present ourselves well enough that people will want to be a part of us. That requires that we always strive to be positive and friendly.  
That seems obvious, but unfortunately, we don’t always act that way. When you see a stranger, talk to him or her. You don’t have to use the hard-sell approach—just be friendly. Too often, we are hesitant to approach people we don’t know.  
We have also approved the building committee’s plan for a new office building. I know there are those who are disappointed that a basement was not part of it. I hope we can all accept the decision that was made and work to make the addition what we think it should be.  
The Guild did a great job with the garage sale. The proceeds totaled more than $3,700. Some of that money went to the music program and some to outreach. It was a great effort and it shows what can be done despite a shortage of funds from the usual sources.  
The annual ice cream social was a success, too. It made some money and the entertainment was furnished by volunteers. It showed that you can manage without dipping into money that can better be spent for the church’s work.  
I think we are headed in the right direction.  

Ted Blankenship, Moderator





 (
From the Librarian
Still among the missing is “American Lion”, the biography of Andrew Jackson.  We are a lending library – not to belabor the point – if there is no librarian there to sign out the book, just leave a note with your name on it and the date so that we may keep track of the books.  Thank you.
New arrivals to our Library include four memorial books:  “Living Faith” by Jimmy 
C
arter, in memory of Josie Leonard; “Empires of the Sea” by Roger Crowley, in memory of Harold Hauck – A very readable history of the siege of Malta and the sea battle of Lepanto; Robin Meyers new book “Saving Jesus from the Church” in memory of Walt Delozier; and, in memory of Rita Younglund “Bang! The Complete History of the Universe” from the Johns Hopkins University Press.
Our lone baby commemorative book is “The Audacity of Hope” by Barack Obama to commemorate the birth of Addison Marie Erbert.
Please visit our lending library on Sunday mornings after church – we have some wonderful books for our church members to borrow, as well as sermon CDS and tapes.
)























Stephen Ministry is YOUR ministry. It is an important way we at University Congregational Church care for one another. If you are going through a difficult time, consider having a Stephen Minister. If you know someone else who is facing difficulties, suggest that they request Stephen Ministry. Make use of it. Stephen Ministry belongs to you.

Want to know more? Contact:
	Phil Rhea—841-9351
	Karen Robu—634-0430
	Arland Wallace-685-2582
	Dr. Gary Blaine-634-0430
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