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Steeple Notes…
	
Within a very few weeks we will begin the budget process for 2010.  As you know this year’s budget was kept at the 2008 level.  I expect that the same will hold true for next year.

I have heard some people complain about the fund raising efforts that we have had to engage in to supplement our operating budget and other ministries such as Outreach and Music.  They imagine that our annual pledge drive will fund our entire budget.  That would be wonderful, but it seldom happens in the majority of churches.  In fact, the every member canvass is just the first “fund raiser” in the life of the church.  Furthermore, we are all responsible for fund raising all year long.  Of course, the stronger the pledge drive the less we have to rely on additional fund raising.

One of the challenges for this year’s pledge drive is to grow our participation level from 65% to 75%.  Please do not be offended, but 75% is not a stellar number for congregational participation.  It is a start and I hope that each and every household of University Congregational Church will join in funding this vital church.

Looking Ahead

Minister’s Bible Study Class begins on September 13.  The fall course is “How We Got the Bible,” through October 25th.   The winter course will be on Paul.

Annual Lecture Series – October 30 & 31, featuring the Rev. Dr. Robin Meyers, author of Saving Jesus from the Church

The Congregational Way – a membership class for those who might be thinking about joining University Congregational Church, November 1 -15. 

Religion and Life begins on September 2nd and meets the first Wednesday night through May 5th.  The fall class is “Christian and Buddhist Ethics,” and the winter/spring class is “The Other Gospels,” a review of non-canonical Christian literature of the early centuries.  
	
Look for information in this newsletter about new programs such as “Food and Film” and the Men’s Fellowship.

	Keep cool in the coming dog days of summer.
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Your Strategic Plan Committee is meeting monthly, on the Wednesday just before the Council meets on the fourth Sunday of the month. Furthermore, the Strategic Plan Steering Committee is meeting monthly as well, on the Thursday preceding Strategic Plan meeting night. The Steering Committee sets the agendas for the committee meetings and the Strategic Plan Committee will implement, oversee, and provide accountability of the strategic plan. Members of these two committees are:

Steering Committee                                        Strategic Plan Committee
Ted Blankenship                                       Philip Rhea, Chair	Georgia Nix Miller
Ann Dorrah                                               Dr. Gary Blaine	            Grace Kneil
Philip Rhea                                               Steve Brooks		Karen English
Karen  Robu                                             Ann Dorrah		Bruce Cochener
Dr. Gary Blaine                                         Dawn Jester		Rod Phares
                                                                 Karen Malone		Larry Widmer
                                                                 Jonnie Rhea		Bob Biles
                                                                 Karen Robu
 (
FELLOWSHIP, FUN, AND GOOD EXERCISE!   
Ballroom Dance
 lessons are offered on Monday evenings at 7:00 in Fellowship Hall.  Our beginning classes are focusing on East Coast Swing and Cha-Cha   Very casual and fun – no prior dance experience necessary.   
Instructor fee of $10 per person.
Yoga Class
 continues on Tuesdays at 4 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  From young to old (our instructor Flora is 80+) everyone can benefit from this strengthening, stretching, and relaxation.  
Instructor fee of $5 per person.
  
Please call the church office if you need more information on either activity.
)













Church Record

Baptism:
Mason Reames Bond, son of Jed and Robin Bond, was baptized on June 21st at UCC.
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Christian Education
After a very busy spring, summer has been very quiet around the church.  However, you can bet it will pick up this fall.  I am working, this month, on next years program guide, which will be available for you mid-August.  In it you will find the dates and details for Cook’s Night Out, Family Night Out, theatrical productions, Religion and Life classes, Bible study, and a number of other programs being offered in 2009/2010.  
One thing I am very excited about is the preview of the Breakthrough Club’s “Voices Project”.  Breakthrough Club is committed to helping people with mental illness lead full, productive lives.  Their “Voices Project” is a reader’s theatre production written by local playwright J.R. Hurst and directed by John Boldenow.  The piece will feature stories from members of Wichita’s Breakthrough Club and show how mental illness has affected their lives.  I am honored to be a part of this production and thrilled that we will be previewing the play at UCC on Wednesday, October 14 for one night only.  Only 150 tickets are available.  Check the Sunday bulletin and upcoming newsletters for more details.
Shalom,
Karen
)



















ITEMS OF INTEREST

· The first “Food and Film Friday” will be held Friday evening, September 18th.  Watch future newsletters & bulletins for more details.

· Plans for the UCC Men’s Club in August & September are attending a Wingnuts game and gathering for morning coffee.  More information will be published in August bulletins and the UCC website.  If you have given us your name to add to the list for email notifications of events, details will also be sent to you via email.

· CHECK OUT GARY BLAINE’S BLOG by going to the church website, www.ucchurch.org and click on Gary’s Walk. You can follow Gary on his walk as he posts his blog once a week.
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From the Librarian
Four new books are available in our lending library:  
Agent ZigZag
 by Ben MacIntyre - the biography of Eddie Chapman the only Brit to be awarded the Iron Cross for his service to Nazi Germany - the only problem with that was Eddie was actually working for King and Country!  Not the usual MI 5 chap (Eton, Harrow or OxBridge), Eddie was "not one of us" - he was con-man thief from the streets and became a very successful double agent;  Winner of the National Book Award - 
The Hemingses of Monticello
 by Annette Gordon-Reed, most of you are probably aware that at the most recent reunion of Thomas Jefferson descendants, the family voted not to recognize the Hemings as related to Jefferson despite what some consider irrefutable evidence;  
A Grief Observed
 by C. S. Lewis - Lewis' own personal journey through grief; and, 
A New Earth Awakening to Your Life's Purpose
 by Eckhart Tolle - an Oprah's Book Club pick - the 
search for a new state of consciousness
.
)
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Stephen Ministry is YOUR ministry. It is an important way we at University Congregational Church care for one another. If you are going through a difficult time, consider having a Stephen Minister. If you know someone else who is facing difficulties, suggest that they request Stephen Ministry. Make use of it. Stephen Ministry belongs to you.

Want to know more? Contact:
	Phil Rhea—841-9351
	Karen Robu—634-0430
	Arland Wallace-685-2582
	Dr. Gary Blaine-634-0430
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Invitation to a Wedding



Members of University Congregational Church are invited to 
the wedding of Leigh Carlson-Cox and Kirk Burgess on Sunday, August 16th at Pine Valley Christian Church (5620 E. 21st St N).  The ceremony will take place at 9:00 am with cake and punch served afterward.  Festivities will conclude at 10:00am leaving plenty of time to get to the Sunday service at UCC.  (No gifts please.) 
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