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Steeple Notes…


At the heart of Christian humanism there are two primary questions.  (1)  What is the role of the human person in God’s creation?  (2)  How do human beings order themselves within God’s creation?  The first question teases out the challenge of humanity’s self concept and what it means to be made in the image of God.  In my mind that means that we are co-creators with God and moral agents.  We get into trouble when we step outside the boundaries of co-creation to presume that we are masters of the universe.  We also get into trouble when we presume to be the ultimate standard of value.


The second question is how we order our relationships within the creation.  How do these relationships reflect the human role in God’s creation?  What does it mean to be in “right-relation” with one another?  Are our relationships just and merciful, kind and forgiving, redemptive and reconciling?  These are not only questions of religion and faith but questions about the ordering of society, practices in commerce, and jurisprudence.  They are questions about freedom and democracy that are reflected in social policy and foreign affairs.


The role of humans in God’s creation and how we order ourselves have been a part of Christian theology at least since Augustine.  They remain vital questions for progressive Christians on the one hand and diplomats and politicians on the other.  For example, the issue of human order plays itself out in current debates of just war theory vis-à-vis Iraq and Afghanistan.  Augustine is the foundation of contemporary moral reflection on just war theory.  


I do not know about you, but I find my soul in constant dialogue with the wonder of creation and the roles that have been placed upon me to fulfill.  I struggle with moral questions that reflect my relationships with my family, my congregation, and the larger society.  As a human being I cannot escape this dialogue.  As a Christian I cannot ignore the theological assumptions about what it means to be a human.  This is both a joy and a labor of love.


I hope I reflect that dialogue in what I write, pray, teach, and preach about.

Yours in faith

Gary
Minister’s Study Class 

Classes are held Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00 downstairs in the Science and Exploration Room.  The fall session focuses on the parables of Jesus.  The next three weeks discussions will be:
Oct. 5: The Prodigal Sons in Luke 15: 11-32

Oct. 12: The Unforgiving Slave in Matt. 18: 23-34

Oct. 19: The Dinner Party in Luke 14: 16-24



Note from the Office:  PLEASE USE THE FOLLOWING E-MAIL ADDRESSES FOR GARY BLAINE AND KAREN ROBU: drgaryblaine@yahoo.com, karenrobu@yahoo.com
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CHURCH RECORD

Births:  Congratulations to Nancy and Bruce Cochener who have a new grandson, Liam Willard Cochener Metcalfe, born September 10, 2008 in Seattle, Washington.  Liam’s parents are Chris and Donna Cochener-Metcalfe.

Deaths:  UCC member Hale Dean Ritchie passed away on August 31, 2008.  Our sincere condolences to his wife Barbara and the Ritchie family.  










Submit November Newsletter articles / notices by October 22  to the church office: � HYPERLINK "mailto:newsletter@ucchurch.org" ��newsletter@ucchurch.org�, or leave the information in the Newsletter Mailbox next to the copy machines in the Church Office.





OCTOBER OUTREACH BASKET





	The Outreach Board and The UCC Women’s Guild will hold our annual joint “Baby Shower” project in October. We ask that UCC members donate or make items of baby clothing that will be added to decorated sacks filled with other baby necessities (wipes, diapers, soap, etc).  The items can be placed in the Outreach Baskets in Fellowship Hall. These sacks will then be given to facilities in the Wichita area that serve underprivileged newborns. Monetary donations are also appreciated. If you send a check to the office for this purpose, please note “Baby Shower” in the memo.


	We are continuing our support for the Kansas Food Bank as we do throughout the year.  Most needed items are canned meats:  tuna, spam, chicken and ham: canned fruits and vegetables, jelly, fruit juice, peanut butter, dry and canned beans, bagged rice and pasta, macaroni & cheese, meal helpers, canned soup, muffin & cake mixes, cornmeal, dry cereal, spaghetti sauce, and Bisquick.
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WOMEN’S GUILD





The Women’s Guild will meet on Wednesday, October 29th  at 12:00 noon for lunch and filling decorated bags with the layette items for newborns that were collected for the Outreach Basket.  Our luncheons are catered and the cost is $8.50. Come join us! We look forward to seeing you there. The calling committee will contact all active members. If you would like to be added to the list, or make reservations, please contact the church office. Don’t forget, all women members of UCC are automatically members of the Guild. The purpose of the Women’s Guild is not only to provide social and fellowship gatherings, but also to support various charitable endeavors on behalf of UCC. 


All the women who can’t make it during the week because of tight schedules be sure to attend our November meeting.  It will be a Saturday Brunch on November 8, 2008 at 10:00AM.  Leave the kids and husbands at home and join us for brunch. Look for more information in the bulletin during the month of October. 


THE UCC WOMEN’S GUILD is establishing a Hospitality Committee.  The Committee will provide meals to church families in need, for funerals, and other life events.  We will also provide shopping or run errands.  If you can help, please sign up in Fellowship Hall on the south wall bulletin board under the Women’s Guild sign.  You will be contacted to find out your availability and areas where you would like to serve.


IT IS TIME TO SEW BLANKETS FOR THE ANNUAL BABY SHOWER. We have a job for everyone--you do not have to know how to sew. Come to Fellowship Hall this Wednesday (October 1) and each Wednesday in October at 10; 00 am.  Bring your lunch and join the fun!











CONTINUING EDUCATION	


	


	September was an exciting month at UCC.  We kicked of the new Sunday school year with our annual Pancake Breakfast put on by the high school group.  Thanks to all of you for helping to raise $499!  The youth have decided they would like to do a mission trip this next summer and so the money will help with that. 


	 I have had many compliments from those of you who saw Tuesday’s With Morrie.  It was truly inspiring and I would like to thank Tim Robu and Paul Jackson for all their hard work as well as everyone else who helped make the production a success.  


	Saturday, September 20, twelve of us met at the church for a First Aid/CPR class.  We now have people trained that are nursery attendants, toddler attendants, Sunday school teachers and ushers.  


	Especially exciting this month has been the response to the Our Whole Lives class for 7 – 9 graders.  There are 15 enrolled in the class.  Classes for 10 - 12 grades will begin in the winter.


			CE Sponsored Events for October





* Family as Spiritual Center – Wednesday, October 1, 6:00 pm. 


* Blessing of the Animals – Wednesday, October 8, 6:00 pm.  


           Hamburgers and Hotdogs provided.  Bring a dish to share


           and a pet to bless!


* Family Night Out – Wednesday, October 29, 6:00 pm.  Annual 


      Halloween Party





Peace and Blessings,   Karen











NOTICE OF UCC CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: The Church Council has called a meeting of the congregation on October 12, 2008 immediately following the church service in the sanctuary.  The purpose of the meeting is to:





1.       Approve the proposed budget for 2009; and


2.      Approve any proposed by-law amendments; and


3.      Any other business as is appropriate.





Copies of the budget are available in the church office prior to the meeting.


*This meeting has been changed from September 28, 2008 because of the 25th Anniversary celebration on that Sunday.











