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Steeple Notes…
	
Definition: Food Insecurity – the state of or risk of being unable to provide food to one’s self or family.  

In the United States in 2007 (our last available statistical year), there were 36.2 million Americans living in food insecure households, about 11.1% of the population.  Of these, 13.3 million were children.

The State of Kansas ranks 7th in food insecurity, representing 12.7% of our population.  Our population is 2,775,997.  Food insecurity for children in Kansas represents a rate of 17.8%.

Feeding America, formerly known as “America’s Second Harvest” reports that 99% of the food banks that it serves (including the Kansas Food Bank) are reporting a surge in demand in the past year.  One of the hardest hit areas is Kansas City.  At the same time it is important to note that food production worldwide has outpaced population growth for the last ten years.  

University Congregational Church has been making contributions to the Kansas Food Bank and the Lord’s Diner for several years.  During October we will offer two opportunities to strengthen our commitment: (1) A Bread Offering on Worldwide Communion Sunday, and (2) A Come Together Party on October 18th.

WORLDWIDE COMMUNION Sunday is October 4th.  We are asking everyone to bring a loaf of bread to church for a special “Bread Offering” during the service.  The bread has to be purchased and in its original wrapping.  This offering will go to the Lord’s Diner.

COME TOGETHER is a brunch that will be served after church on October 18th.  See the insert in this newsletter.  The donation that you make for the meal will go to Feeding America, which, in turn will send the proceeds to the Kansas Food Bank.  Donations are matched by Macy’s Department Stores.

Both of these events are easy and inexpensive and I look forward to seeing you on Worldwide Communion Sunday and at the Come Together Party.

May God’s Peace and Grace be yours in abundance.

Gary


 (
C
HRISTIAN EDUCATION
     I hope you will join us Wednesday, October 14 in Fellowship Hall for a preview of Breakthrough’s Reader’s Theatre production of Echoes of Anguished Minds.  Half of the proceeds from the show will be donated to Breakthrough, and the other half will help fund our dinner theatre production this coming February.  For more information on the production see the insert in this newsletter.
     After hearing Barbara McKee speak about her trips each year to Honduras, the children and youth of the church have decided to collect crayons and small (beanie baby size) stuffed animals.  If you have old crayons or stuffed animals your children no longer play with bring them to the church.  The children and youth will sort them, and ship them so Barbara can distribute them to children in Honduras this next February.
     Thank-you to all who made our Pancake Breakfast a huge success.  We netted over $400!  This is a great start toward our fundraising for the 2010 summer mission trip.  The kids really appreciate your support of their efforts.
     Don’t miss our next Family Night Out, the annual Halloween Party Wednesday, October 28 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Shalom, Karen
)
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NOTICE OF UCC CONGREGATIONAL MEETING   
The Church Council has called a meeting of the congregation on 
September 27, 2009
 immediately following the church service in the sanctuary.  The purpose of the meeting is to:
1.  Approve the proposed budget for 2010; and
2. Any other business as is appropriate.
Copies of the budget 
will be distributed
 prior to the meeting
.
)
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NOTICE OF UCC CONGREGATIONAL MEETING   
Announcing a Congregatio
n
al Meeting
 
October 25, 2009
 
for the purpose of amending our church’s Bylaws, immediately following the Sunday Service.  
Our current Bylaws stipulate that the congregation review and amend its bylaws periodically.  While we have made changes from time to time, no one can remember our ever having conducted a review.
Bylaws are meant to both guide our operational practices and reflect “the way we really do things around here.”  
John Conlee, Ann Dorrah, and Cathy Erbert have been working the last several months reviewing the Bylaws and recommending appropriate changes.  Many of the changes that are being proposed are for the purpose of clarification.  Others are meant to strengthen the operations and programs of the church. 
To help facilitate the process two information and discussion meetings will be offered on Sunday, October 11th at 5:00 and Wednesday, October 21st at 5:00.  We hope that you will attend one of these meetings to be as informed as possible.
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Church Record

Birth:  Edisyn Grace Herod, daughter of Becki and Jeff Herod and granddaughter of Debbi and Dwayne Green, was born on September 11th.  Congratulations to all!

Baptism:  Benjamin Richard Woolley, son of Tanya and Bill Woolley, on August 23rd.

Deaths:  Diane Thompson died on August 24th.  Our deepest condolences to her husband Doug and their family.  We will all miss Diane’s marvelous singing voice and beautiful smile on Sunday mornings.

Our deepest condolences to Jon Romain and family on the death of Jon’s mother Charlotte in August.



DATES TO REMEMBER


· Ministers Bible Study each Sunday through October. Dr. Gary Blaine discusses “How We Got the Bible”. 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. The Sunday Morning Discussion Group is joining the Bible Study Class.

· Blessing of the Animals is planned for Sunday October 4. Hamburgers and Hot Dogs will be provided by the church and dinner will start at 6:00 p.m. Please bring a side dish.  The Blessing will be at 7:00 p.m.  Dogs need to be on a leash, cats and other animals need to be contained. Please bring your own “pooper scooper”. The event will be cancelled in case of rain since this is an outside event. 

· World Communion Sunday is October 4.  In the spirit of Jesus, who invites us to break bread with the hungry, everyone is asked to bring a loaf of bread to the church service  that morning. We will take the bread offering during the service.  Later in the week the bread will be delivered to The Lord’s Diner.  The bread must be store bought and in its original wrapper.  

· Woman’s Guild Luncheon is Wednesday October 7.  Katie Weibe will present her take on writing memoirs “Everyone Has a Story to Tell”.  Social time 12:00 noon Lunch is served at 12:30 p.m..  Please sign up in Fellowship hall on the PIC board.

· Religion and Life Class Wednesday October 7, is on Buddhist and Christian Ethics.  The title for this month’s class is “The Foundations of Buddhist Ethics”  Dinner is served at 6:00 p.m.  Class begins at 6:30p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The cost is $7.00 per session for dinner.  Childcare provided.  Please sign up in Fellowship Hall on the PIC board or call the church office.

· Food and Film Friday is October 16 at 7:00 p.m.  Come join the group for a viewing of Mel Brooks’ “Young Frankenstein” and movie snacks. Call the church for more information.   Sign up in Fellowship Hall on the PIC Board.






(Dates to Remember continued)

· Cook’s Night Out is Wednesday October 21.  Our friend J.C. Coombs is a familiar face here at UCC for the many times he has played percussion for various musical events.  He will share with you “Civil War Music and Artifacts” which is a subject near and dear to his heart. Social time 6:00 p.m. Buffet 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Adults $15.00; Children (Ages 4-10) $5.00.  Please sign up in Fellowship Hall.

· Men’s Group Outing  Friday October 23, to attend the Shocker Volleyball game against Missouri State . Game time is 7 p.m. Tickets $5.00.  Meeting for lunch on October 24th is also on the Men’s Group schedule. Call or email Cathy or Cyndi if you are interested.

· Women’s Guild Sew-Ins September 30th and October 14th at 10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Please join us to help make the Baby Blankets that will be included in the Baby Bags at the Baby Shower.  Please bring a sack lunch.  If you cannot sew, other jobs (such as cutting) are needed so please come if you can help in any way.  

· Women’s Guild Annual Baby Shower is Wednesday October 28th at 11 a.m.  Lunch will be served at no cost as we decorate and fill the Baby Bags.  Please sign up in Fellowship Hall if you plan to attend.

· Family Night Out’s Annual Halloween Party is Wednesday October 28th from 6 – 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   

· UCC Annual Robert Meyers’ Lecture Series presents Dr. Robin Meyers (the son of Robert Meyers) from Mayflower Congregational UCC Church in Oklahoma City on October 30th and 31st.  On Friday, October 30 there will be a Wine and Cheese Reception at 7:00 p.m. and a Lecture at 8:00 p.m.  On Saturday, October 31 there will be a Coffee and Pastries Reception along with a book signing of Dr. Meyers new book “Saving Jesus from the Church”  at 9:00 a.m. and a Lecture and Workshop at 10:00 a.m. All events are free.   Free Will Donations will happily be accepted.
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