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Steeple Notes…


Our fall schedule at University Congregational Church has been filled with great occasions and new opportunities.  The twenty-fifth anniversary was delightful.  It was wonderful to see Bob and Billie Meyers.  Jim Rhatigan’s presentation, “Premise and Promise” not only reminded us of our history but offered a faithful vision of the future.  I appreciate all of the work that members of the anniversary committee performed to make this a memorable occasion.


The first annual Robert Meyers Lecture series, featuring Dr. Brandon Scott and Dr. Joe Bessler went very smoothly.  Both presenters gave us fresh material that they have been developing over the years.  We look forward to next year’s lecture featuring Bishop John Spong.  Dr. Gary Peluso-Verdend delivered a fine installation sermon and many people have commented on the quality of his sermon and the dignity of the entire service.  My thanks not only to the lecture committee but also to our chancel choir for the beautiful music they provided for both of these unique weekends.


Mimi has also asked that I extend our appreciation for the kind notes and food that have been shared with us during her illness.  She is recovering and getting stronger every week.


I also enjoyed teaching “The Parables of Jesus” class on Sunday mornings.  It was fun preparing and delivering the material and the conversation was delicious.  In November I will be offering “The Congregational Way,” for those who might be interested in membership.  In January I will offer a course on the themes of Genesis.  


The Family as Spiritual Center course on the first Wednesday evening of the month has focused on faith development.  We have had about six people in attendance.  I am prepared to offer a course in January on religions of the world during the same time slot.  I do need, however, a minimum of 15 people registered for the class.  The program includes child care and dinner.  Please sign up between now and December 15th.


Now we move quickly into the holiday season with more opportunities for fellowship, including Revelations, Hanging of the Greens, Christmas party, the choir’s presentation of “The Many Moods of Christmas,” and our Christmas Eve Family and Candlelight Services. 


There is much to be thankful for at University Congregational Church.  You are one of the many reasons.


I am yours in faith,
 Gary
Minister’s November Study Class – “The Congregational Way”  
Classes are held Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00 downstairs in the Science and Exploration Room.  The fall session focuses on the the history, polity, and faith of Congregationalism today.    The next three weeks discussions will be:
Nov 2:  Overview of Congregational History, from England to New England, Dr. Gary Blaine
Nov 9:  Congregational Polity – How We Govern Ourselves and the Meaning of Membership, 

Dr. Gary Blaine
Nov 16: University Congregational Church, Her Story and Her Leadership,

 Ted Blankenship, Moderator, and the Chair Men and Women of UCC.
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CHURCH RECORD
Member Marriages:   Ann Compton, daughter of Tom and Nancy Compton, was married to Mike Montycha at UCC on September 27th.  

Kate Knighton, daughter of Mac and Jean Knighton, was married to  Chris Toy at UCC on October 4th.
Member Deaths:  Stuart E. Lane died October 4th.  Our condolences to his wife Catherine and their family.  Sarah Margaret Watts died October 8th.  Our condolences to her husband John and their family.  Donna Copley died October 17th.  Our condolences to her family.                 
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REVELATIONS     Sunday, November 23, 2008     Dinner 6:00pm   Show 7:00 pm   Tickets dinner and show: $20 per person       Revelations is back!  “Revelations” means the “revealing” of the TREMENDOUS  talent that belongs to UCC (perhaps hidden deep!).     All UCC members are welcome to participate and share their talents.  I f you’re  interested in being a part of the program, please contact Bob Scott at 316 - 304 - 6028 no later  than November 12, 2008.       If you’d prefer to keep your talents hidden, and just want to enjoy an evening of  unparalleled entertainment, great food and excellent conversation, please get your tickets  soon!  They will be available in Fellowship Hall after the service on Sunday mornin gs or in the  church office during the week. Entire families and guests are welcome .    


CDs of Patrick Jones’ music will be available for purchase in the near future.   The proceeds will go to UCC’s Outreach Fund.  Please check future bulletins or call the church office for more details.  

��








�





Submit December Newsletter articles / notices by November 19  to the church office: � HYPERLINK "mailto:newsletter@ucchurch.org" ��newsletter@ucchurch.org�, or leave the information in the Newsletter Mailbox next to the copy machines in the Church Office.





Dates to Remember





	The Women’s Guild Meeting for November will be a Brunch held on Saturday November 8th  at 10:00 am.  It is our hope to offer this day and time to include the  many women in our church who work during the week.  Please make a reservation by calling Rosie Howell at 652-7985 before Wed. Nov. 6. The cost for the Brunch is $8.50.  We hope you can come! 


	Cook’s Night Out and Family Night Out will be together on November 19.   Our own Kim Carraway will present “An Indian Heritage” which will tell the personal story of her Indian Heritage. Social time starts at 6:00 pm with the buffet starting at 6:30 pm.  The cost is $15.00 for adults and children (ages 4-10) $5.00. Please sign up in Fellowship Hall or call the church office for your reservation by Monday Nov. 17. 


	The last picture-taking sessions for the UCC directory will take place at the church on Saturday, December 6 and Sunday, December 7.  Sign up sheets to make your appointment will be in Fellowship Hall beginning Sunday, November 2.
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(Moderator Letter continued)





	While we’re talking about participation, I want to pass on a need for new Women’s Guild members. My wife is a member, and she tells me that there is a need for younger participants. I’m not saying, of course, that all the present members are old—I’m not THAT dumb—but it’s a perennial problem. Organizations of all kinds find it difficult to maintain their memberships. Lodges don’t have the appeal they once had, and they constantly seek younger members to keep the organization viable.  Young people have other interests associated with their growing children and they have responsibilities such as making a living in an economy that usually requires both parents to be in the work place.  So it’s not easy for them to participate in church activities that take place in daylight hours, and they often are too tired to do a lot outside the home in the evenings.  However, there is something to be gained from an association across generations and every effort ought to be made to cause it to happen.  If you are someone who could attend a guild meeting even occasionally, you would be welcome. And, if the guild could arrange some meeting at times when younger people could attend, it could benefit all.





CONTINUING EDUCATION	


	


	I am just over halfway through my first semester at Phillips and thought I would take this opportunity to give you an update on how things are going.  I am taking a class titled Introduction to the New Testament which is an on-line course taught by Dr. Brandon Scott.  You may have attended his lecture a couple of weeks ago when he was here for the Robert Meyers Lecture Series.  The other two classes, Orientation to Theological Research and Introduction to the Hebrew Bible, are both on Tuesdays on campus in Tulsa.  I love all of my classes and have learned many new things that I am sharing with the children’s Sunday school class.  


	The drive is not as terrible as I had imagined, although leaving the house by 9:00 am and not returning until at least 12:30 am makes for a long day.  I sang for one of the worship services a couple of weeks ago and have been asked to again in December.  The on-line class is convenient but I am very glad to be on campus too as I have met many fabulous people.  My new friend Janet has been particularly supportive and we keep in touch by email throughout the week.  


	I think the thing that surprises me the most is how many of the students come from very conservative, fundamentalist backgrounds.  Many of them have been taught to take the Bible literally and I can see them struggling in class as they learn that everything they ever believed is untrue.  I wanted all of you to know that I do my very best not to teach our children anything that they will someday need to unlearn.  Children obviously appreciate the Biblical stories on a different level than adults do, but the children at UCC are always encouraged to question, wonder and explore.





Shalom,  Karen








Librarian’s Report – Lavinia Gerould


Four books have been recently added to the church library in memory of members who have passed away this year:


“Life’s Journeys According to Mr. Rogers” given in memory of Sara Lee Schwarz


“Our Endangered Values” by Jimmy Carter given in memory of Patrick Raymond


“Holy Lands – One Place Three Faiths” by Thomas Cahill given in memory


of Sarah Margaret Watts


“Wisdom of Our Fathers” Edited by Tim Russert given in memory of David L. Wills


The church has an excellent library downstairs next to the nursery with a variety of books for adults and children.  A librarian is on duty Sunday mornings following the service.  Books may be checked out for 3 weeks and CDs of Sunday services may be checked out for 2 weeks.





STEWARDSHIP REPORT 


 


	The Stewardship Pledge Campaign for 2009 began on October 12 with a Congregational "yes" vote to approve the proposed 2009 budget.  The UCC governing boards and Council struggled to maintain the total 2009 budget the same as that for 2008.  Some cuts were made in order to accomplish this.


	We at University Congregational Church have a proud heritage and look forward to a bright future under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Gary Blaine.  We want to continue to nurture our Church family and have a positive impact on the lives of those around us.  To do this, it is important that everyone seriously consider making a significant increase in their pledge for 2009.  


 	For your information, the table below shows how the pledges were distributed for 2008.  If the total pledges of $522,928 is divided by 233 pledge units, the average pledge is $2,244.  It also shows that 7 pledge units supplied $209,653, or 40.1% of the pledges.  The remainder of the total budget is made up by miscellaneous contributions.





Range of Pledges�
Pledge Units�
% of Pledge Budget�
Total $ Pledged�
�
>$10,000�
7�
40.1%�
$209,653�
�
$5,000-$10,000�
7�
8.2%�
$43,050�
�
$2,000-$5,000�
48�
24.4%�
$126,880�
�
$1,000-$2,000�
75�
18.1%�
$94,538�
�
$500-$999�
63�
7.6%�
$39,568�
�
<$500�
33�
1.5%�
$7,759�
�
Total Pledge Units�
233�
99.9%�
$522,928�
�
Misc Contributions�
�
�
$67,220�
�
Total Budget�
�
�
$590,148�
�
Thank you all for your generous support!





Dick Hansen, Stewardship Chairman





Moderator Letter – Ted Blankenship





	A lot happened in October and we should all be proud of the way things turned out. It’s an affirmation of the positive stimulation that new things can offer. 


	 The Robert Meyers Lecture Series got off to a wonderful start and promises to be a draw in the wider community. The speakers were entertaining and informative and the round table discussion on the second day was interesting. We can look forward to Bishop Spong next year and perhaps a new Wichita tradition.  Obviously, we can make an imprint on the community if we set our minds to it. That’s one of  the purposes of the Strategic Plan committee. It has had several meetings and more are planned to put together a three-year plan based on the suggestions of the various boards that make up the governing body of the church.  A consensus is developing that even during an economic downturn University Congregational Church can reach out to the community with deeds if not money. There is much that can be done regardless of your age, your health or other circumstances. Anyone can come to the church and make sandwiches or wrap packages or what ever it takes to help others. Outreach does not alway have to involve the signing of a check (though that can be a good thing, too). 


	The 25th Anniversary celebration was a success, too. The committee worked hard on the details and made the whole event something to remember. As nearly always happens in a vigorous church, disagreements arose over details, but the end result was successful, and that’s what counts in the end. Congratulations to everyone who took part in the planning and kudos to those who were honored for their part in the establishment of the church.  


	As long as we’re patting ourselves on the back, we may as well mention the installation of Gary Blaine as our senior minister. It was a moving service, well worth the effort that went into it.  Despite a small amount of disagreement over whether the ceremony was actually needed,  it was a nice service and presented the congregation and its senior minister with a formalization of their relationship. It probably was a good thing for all of us. It certainly did us no harm.  


	The blessing of the animals was a success as always. How can you go wrong? You get people together for hotdogs and hamburgers and bring your favorite animal—and the preacher says nice things about you and your dog (or your pet rat).  I’m not sure about the real benefit to the animals, but it has to be good for their owners.  


	As a choir member, I’m also happy to see some new singers. The choir too long has relied on students to keep things sounding right despite the absences of regular members for vacations and illness. It’s nice to have the students, who generally are better musicians than some of us, but for a long time we have needed permanent members who show up every Wednesday for rehearsal and each Sunday for the performances. Thanks for your participation.  Hopefully, their willingness to serve is contagious. 


	


(continued on next page)
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REVELATIONS





Sunday, November 23, 2008


Dinner 6:00pm


Show 7:00 pm


Tickets dinner and show: $20 per person





Revelations is back!  “Revelations” means the “revealing” of the TREMENDOUS talent that belongs to UCC (perhaps hidden deep!).   





All UCC members are welcome to participate and share their talents.  If you’re interested in being a part of the program, please contact Bob Scott at 316-304-6028 no later than November 12, 2008.





If you’d prefer to keep your talents hidden, and just want to enjoy an evening of unparalleled entertainment, great food and excellent conversation, please get your tickets soon!  They will be available in Fellowship Hall after the service on Sunday mornings or in the church office during the week. Entire families and guests are welcome.








