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Steeple Notes…


April and May conclude the series I have been offering on religions of the world.  During these two months I will focus on Islam.  On April 1 I will deal with the history of Islam, the life of Muhammad, the development of Islam after his death, and major theological themes.  On May 6th I will focus on the Koran.  I am taking two months with this subject because I think it is one we least understand, and because Islam is now the center of foreign policy, rightly or wrongly.


I appreciate the large group (45-55) that has been faithful to this series, your enthusiasm and encouragement.  I hope that this dialogue will continue to grow and engage Wichitans who are Buddhist, Hindu, and Muslim.  Inter-religious dialogue is desperately needed, even in our part of the world.  It is not too late for you to join these classes.  Dinner is $5.00 and we serve at 6:30.  Child care is provided.  Please sign up in Fellowship Hall.


April 5 is an important day in our church.  I will conclude the confirmation class, “Pilgrims on the Way – to the Kingdom of God.”  The confirmands will be received on Youth Sunday, May 17th.


Our Stephen Ministers will be commissioned on April 5th as well.  They have been engaged in fifty hours of training and we are very excited about adding this program to our pastoral care ministry.


Maundy Thursday will be celebrated on April 9th.  The theme is “Freedom Passover,” reflecting the Exodus out of slavery.  A number of our chorus college students will join Karen and me in music.  Images of the Last Supper from John’s gospel will be offered during the common meal.  We will take a Free Will offering for the meal, but please sign up in Fellowship Hall.  This is a family friendly service but we will have a nursery for young children and infants. The program and dinner begin at 6:00.

The Good Friday service will begin at 8:00.  This is a solemn service and we will have childcare available.  Our triumphant Easter service will feature special music from our wonderful chorus.

On the weekend of April 17-19 I will be in Florida to celebrate the wedding of my daughter, Jamie.

May God bless you and keep you.
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Dates to Remember
· Women’s Guild Luncheon is fortunate to have Wichita Eagle columnist Denise Neil as their speaker on Wednesday, April 1.  Denise will present “A Kansas Daughter’s Experiences”. Social time begins at 12 noon.  Lunch is served at 12:30. Cost is $8.50 per person.  Make your reservations by calling Rosie Howell at  652-7985 by noon March 30. 
· Islam I is the subject of the World Religion Class for Wednesday, April 1.  Suggested reading is “The Essential Koran” by Thomas Cleary. 

· Women’s Guild will have a Sew-In on Wednesday April 8 from 10:00 am-2:00 pm to make baby blankets for the Mission in Honduras.  You don’t have to be a skilled seamstress, there are plenty of prep jobs before the sewing begins.  Bring a sack lunch, enjoy the fellowship, and help with this worthy project.
· Maundy Thursday Service is April 9 at 6:30 pm.
· Good Friday Service is April 10 at 8:00 pm..  Childcare is available.

· Easter Sunday, April 12.  Services at 9:00 am. and 10:30 am.

· Cook’s Night Out is Wednesday, April 15. Chris Polk will be here to tell all about the “Sculptural Beauty of Wichita”.  Social time begins at 6:00 pm and the buffet will be open at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.  Please make your reservations by signing up in Fellowship Hall on the PIC board or calling the church office at  634-0430.  Cost is $15.00 per person and children (ages 4-10) are $5.00.  Childcare is available.  
· New Member Classes begin Sunday, April 19 at 9:00 am.  The first class will be an introduction to several board presidents who will explain the workings of the church.
Church Record

New members: 

We welcome new members Mary Anna Meshew and Stephanie Lister, mother and daughter, along with Stephanie’s son Drake into our church family.

Baptism:

Emily Lynn Brydges, daughter of Jennifer Brydges and Kevin Parker, baptized on March 8, 2009.  
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Submit May Newsletter articles / notices by


 April 15  to the church office: 


�HYPERLINK "mailto:newsletter@ucchurch.org"�newsletter@ucchurch.org�, or leave the information 


in the Newsletter Mailbox next to the copy 


machines in the Church Office.








Wichita State University’s School of Social Work will host 


“An Evening with Richard Crowson” on Thursday, April 23rd from 7-9 pm. at University Congregational Church.   Mr. Crowson is the former cartoonist at The Wichita Eagle who gave Wichita politics such an amusing perspective. He will discuss his cartoons, mingle with the crowd, and probably entertain us with a little banjo bluegrass to brighten the evening.  Wine, cheese, fruit, and dessert will be served.  A suggested donation of $25 will go towards an endowment for the School of Social Work, the Dr. Elwin Barrett Social Work Fund at the WSU Foundation.  


Please RSVP to the School of Social Work at 978-7250.  
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Christian Education





	I would like to thank the countless volunteers who helped make OMG a Musical Review a success.  Approximately 275 people saw the show.  Many of those were first time visitors to the church.  Quite a few people told me they loved the show, but wished I had included the show title along with the song name in the program.  So, for those of you who had bets going…





Save the People, Day By Day, and All Good Gifts – Godspell


Spark of Creation – Children of Eden


Let It Sing – Violet


Puzzlement – King and I


I Don’t Know How To Love Him – Jesus Christ Superstar


Any Dream Will Do – Joseph


Little Fat Girls – Black Patent Leather Shoes


Those Were the Good Old Days – Damn Yankees


Sit Down You’re Rocking the Boat – Guys and Dolls


God I Hope I Get It – Chorus Line


Sabbath Prayer – Fiddler on the Roof


Bring Him Home – Les Mis


Solla Sallew – Seussical


Growing Up Catholic – Nunsense


We Dance – Once on this Island


Christmas Lullaby – Songs for a New Day


Heaven Hop - Anything Goes


When I Look Up – Cotton Patch Gospel


The Calling and Everybody Fits – Alter Boyz


Mama Who Bore Me – Spring Awakening


Forgiveness – Jane Eyre


If We Only Have Love – Jaques Brel


‘Till We Reach That Day – Ragtime





I have already begun thinking of ideas for the play this fall, and the musical next February.  Nothing is set in stone yet so I am open to suggestions if you have any.





Shalom,





Karen











