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Steeple Notes…
	

On May 31 we will commemorate the season of Pentecost.  Pentecost is the fiftieth day after Passover, and celebrates the wheat harvest.  In the book of Acts we read that on the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit was given, meaning that God was present to the gathering of the Christian community following the resurrection of Jesus.  The offering of the Holy Spirit was meant for the purpose of communicating with the various languages and dialects that could already be found in the church.  The idea is that the Holy Spirit would be the common tongue of the gospel and its truth shared.
What truth do you suppose the Holy Spirit would have us communicate today?  We have to understand that the circumstances of this gathering of Christians were remarkably different than they are today.  The church that gathered at Pentecost was shaped by its own fledgling issues, as well as historical and cultural pressures.  
There are some Christians who do not imagine that God would have anything different to say to the church today than God did at the first Pentecost.   I am sure that there are a lot of Christians who would say that the catechism of their church, or its creed and doctrine is the truth that every human being needs to hear and believe for their eternal salvation.  
We are no longer surrounded by Judeans, Galileans, Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and so on.  We are surrounded by Jews, Buddhists, Hindus, fellow Christians, and Muslims.  Muslims now make up about 20% of the world’s population.  I do not know how we will have a future as a human race if we cannot gather the world’s religions together and speak a common language of truth and freedom.  
As different as we often feel from one another, how does God’s spirit move amongst all of God’s people?  When and where does the dialogue begin?  What good news do we have to offer one another?  These are the essential Pentecost issues of our time and I think it is part of our mission as a congregation to share the Spirit.
May God’s grace and peace be yours in abundance.






Dates to Remember

· WOMEN’S GUILD LUNCHEON will have its final gathering, until September, on Wednesday, June 3 at noon.  This is a working lunch to prepare for the Garage Sale.   We will provide lunch for all of you who would like to help sort, price, and display all of the “treasures” donated to the church. All proceeds will go to fund the Women’s Guild Baby Shower. Please come and help with this worthy project. Men are invited as well!!
· The UCC GARAGE SALE will be held Thursday and Friday, June 4th and 5th, from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, and Saturday morning, June 6th, from 8:00-1:00.  We hope that you will help us out in this endeavor!  Please bring items that are in good condition—no junk!  We will accept working small electrical kitchen appliances and small electronic devices (DVD players, etc).  No computers or TV’s.  Please label all electrical items as ‘working’.  If you have furniture to bring, you may bring that to the church the day before the garage sale—Wednesday, June 3rd.  We can use lots of volunteers to help work the sale.  If you are willing to help, please call the church office 634-0430.   
· The Annual All Church Ice Cream Social is Sunday June 7, 4-6:30.  Bring the family and enjoy the yummy ice cream from Marble Slab Creamery plus the Moonwalk is back!
· Vacation Bible School will be June 15-19, 9:00 –Noon for ages 3 through just completed 5th grade. The theme this year is The Story of the Bible. We are needing a few adult volunteers so if you have the time, we could use the help. See Karen Robu (karenrobu@yahoo.com) for more details or call the church office at 634-0430.  



 (
Christian Education
Another school year has come to a close.  It is always amazing to me how fast the time flies.  Since I returned to school myself this past fall, I have a renewed appreciation of summer vacation.  No more papers, finals, or classes to attend, at least until the fall when it starts all over again.  Most of you know by now I began attending Phillips Theological Seminary last year.  I had originally enrolled in the Certificate in Master’s studies program, an eighteen credit hour program.  After completing two semesters I have decided to switch to the Masters of Divinity degree.  This is an eighty-seven hour degree program, so it’s going to take awhile!  One thing that will make this process easier is
,
 beginning in the fall, Phillips has added a number of on-line courses.  This fall I will be taking all of my classes online and will not have the make the three hour drive to 
Tulsa
 and back each Tuesday.  I would like to thank all of you for your support and encouragement over this past year.  It is a blessing to serve this congregation.
Shalom, Karen
)

























Church Record

New members: 
Bruce and Rhonda Templon joined UCC on May 17.  They also bring 3 children to our church family, Nathan, Joshua & Alannah.  We welcome them all to UCC.

Member Deaths:
Rita Younglund died May 2nd.  Our condolences to her husband Don and their family.  Her memorial service will be held on June 2 at 11 a.m. at UCC.

Walt DeLozier died May 9th.  Our condolences to his wife Mink and their family.  His memorial service will be held on May 28 at 3:00.
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