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Steeple Notes…
Beginning in September I will be offering three adult Christian Education opportunities.  These include the following:


The Family as Spiritual Center -  an opportunity for families – and define that any way you want to – to learn about the ways in which our home can be a nurturing center for faith development.  You will learn not only how faith develops but also resources for encouraging spiritual affirmation and maturation.  These classes will meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:00, and include a meal and child care.  The cost for the four sessions is $20.00 per adult.
September 3: What is Faith? examines faith as belief, relationship, and imagination.  What does it have to do with religion?  

October 1:  Human and Faith Development highlights the emotional and cognitive growth of people and its relationship to faith.

November 5: The Stages of Faith looks at the work of James Fowler.  From infancy to elder-hood our souls are evolving and we will look at healthy faith progression.

December 3: The Home As Faith Center focuses on our family relationships and how they can make or distort spiritual maturation.


Please bring a three-ringed notebook for the handouts of prayers, blessings, and family rituals that will be distributed.  In the winter of 2009 Family as Spiritual Center will focus on world religions, not just their beliefs and practices, but also their resources for spiritual wisdom.  The cost for these five sessions is $25.00 per adult.


Minister’s Study Class will be held Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00.  The fall session will focus on the parables of Jesus.  The schedule will be:

Sept. 7. Introduction to the parables with a focus on The Leaven in Matthew 13:33.

Sept. 14: The Mustard Seed in Luke 13: 18-21

Sept 21: Hidden Treasures in Matt. 13: 44

Sept 28: The Good Samaritan in Luke 10:30-35

Oct. 5: The Prodigal Sons in Luke 15: 11-32

Oct. 12: The Unforgiving Slave in Matt. 18: 23-34

Oct. 19: The Dinner Party in Luke 14: 16-24


I will be off October 26.  November 2, 9, and 16 I will offer “The Congregational Way,” a membership orientation for those who might be interested in joining University Congregational Church or who would like to brush up on their congregational history and polity.


And, of course, our Adult Discussion Group will continue to meet every Sunday morning from 9:00 – 10:00.  Offering a variety of issues and subjects, this lively discussion group is a vital element in our adult Christian Education program.  I hope that everyone can appreciate the variety of classes that we are striving to offer.


Yours in faith,


Gary

From the Librarian
Notes from the Underground
“A Thread of Grace” – fiction – Based on the true story of the rescue of Italian Jews during World War II.
“O’Keeffe:  The Life of an American Legend” – Georgia O’Keeffe Biography.
An oldie but goodie:  “Blue Highways” by William Least Heat-Moon.  If Congress lowers the speed limit to 55 mph, it may be time to get off the interstate and explore.
“The Complete Book of Bible Trivia” by J. Stephen Lang.  Amaze (or bore) your friends with arcane knowledge of the Bible such as “Who were the sons of Zebedee?”


CHURCH RECORD
New UCC Baby!  We welcome Savannah Rae Hess, daughter of Nick and Paige Hess, granddaughter of Bill and Judy Hess, who was born on July 22nd.  Congratulations to you all!

Deaths:  Our deepest condolences to Deanna Wells and family on the death of Deanna’s dad in July; and to Hal Schwarz and family on the death of his wife Sarah in July. 
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Mark your calendar for the special events listed below:
· August 6 - The Strategic Plan Committee will meet at 6:00 P.M. with all members of the five boards, the officers of the Women’s Guild and all members of the Ministerial Committee.  Pizza and soft drinks will precede the goal setting session.

· September 3 - The first “Family as Spiritual Center” meeting which will meet the first Wednesday of each month.

· September 11-13 - UCC will present the Dinner Theater production of Tuesday’s with Morrie.

· September 26-28 - The 25th Anniversary Celebration of UCC.
· October 3-4 - Robert Meyer’s Lecture Series (more details to follow).

· October 5 Installation of Rev. Dr. Gary Blaine as Senior Minister of University Congregational Church.
From our Church Council:

During these summer months  weekly donations fall because of vacations and summer activities, so a reminder for all to keep your pledge payments up to date even if you are away.  The church keeps going through the summer months and those pledge payments help to keep our bills paid. Thank you.

MODERATOR’S REPORT

Half of my term as moderator has passed and I want to thank you for your willingness to accept new things and to serve the church when asked. It makes my job easier. 


We've made a lot of progress in these six months. And, of course, I'm not saying it's because of my efforts. Those of you who have stepped up (sounds like a basketball story) have worked hard to bring change that is needed. 


The Stephen Ministry has been launched and soon will be up and running. A small group of members attended training sessions and they will now be able to train others to handle this vital, new service to our membership. 


A Committee on Ministry is in place and is working with the minister and the congregation to keep harmony among all of us. The committee will soon be evaluating the performance of the minister and suggesting a salary level among other things. This is a service that in the past has been handled without many guidelines. The committee will formalize the process and make these tasks easier in the future. 


Another committee has done the preliminary work on a three-year strategic plan and now will seek input from the people who head the various committees that make up the Church Council. This is important work because it sets our course for the coming years. We have managed to get things done in the past without these things, but we're not the same as we were when our founding minister and his successor were with us. And, we must find out who we are and what we want to do. 


This change in attitude is one of the things that have made it possible to plan a new office building and finance it. The money is coming in and you all are being generous. We have to stay with this effort until it is completed.  It became evident that more office space was needed when we searched for a new minister. Almost without exception, the people we interviewed said they were astonished that we could conduct the church's business from such a closet-sized area. 


As long as we're discussing change, we probably need to mention the coming ceremony of induction for our senior minister. I've heard from some members who say they don't understand why this is necessary because it was not done in the past. 


Well, it's just a little ceremony that will be conducted during a Sunday worship service, and it will require only a few minutes. It's merely a formalization of our calling of the minister and if we allow ourselves, we can enjoy it for its simplicity and symbolism. 


It's important that the minister be embraced as our spiritual leader and that he knows he has been formally accepted. It's a good thing. 


Yet another committee has met several times and formulated plans to put a new church directory together. We have decided to do the job ourselves and to make the directory a loose-leaf document that can be changed from time to time as the congregation changes. We don't know how this will work but we're going to try it. So, when a committee member asks you make an appointment for your family's picture, pleas come in when scheduled and be on time.  Otherwise, the job could take a long time to complete. 


And, if you have concerns of any kind, please contact me or a member of the ministerial committee. You can also get in touch with the members-at-large of the Church Council. The church office can tell you who these people are.          











     Ted
New UCC Church Directory

It has been four years since we have published a UCC Membership Directory.  We are now in the process of compiling a new church directory,  We urge all members to have their pictures taken at a convenient time,   The directory is a great tool for quickly locating email addresses and phone numbers of members and for matching names with faces,  We would like to include as many members as possible.  If you do not have your picture taken, your information will still be published to be available for the congregation, but the photo spot will read, “No image available.”

 This directory is being funded internally so there will be no sales pitch to buy pictures once you have your picture taken.  However, you will have an opportunity to view the pictures before the directory is published and purchase some if you desire. 

Sign-ups for pictures will begin Sunday, August 3rd  in Fellowship Hall through August 31st.    Please try to schedule on Fridays or Mondays if possible as we would like to reserve Saturdays and Sundays for families with children, people who are working during the week,  and people driving from a distance.  

We need volunteers to help take sign-ups for pictures and to help on picture days.  If you are interested in volunteering, please call Ann Brady at 733-1064.

The picture-taking schedule is as follows:  

Saturday, 9/6: 10:00 - 1:00, 2:00 – 4:00 

Sunday, 9/7:  8:30 - 10:15; 11:30 - 1:00

Monday, 9/8:  10:00 -1:00; 2:00 - 5:00:  6:00-10:00

Friday, 9/19:  10:00-1:00;  2:00-5:00;  6:00-10:00

Sunday, 9/21:  8:30 – 10:15;  11:30 – 1:00

Monday, 9/22:  10:00 to 1:00;  2:00 – 5:00;  6:00 – 10:00.      









Submit September Newsletter articles / notices by 


August 25  to the church office:


newsletter@ucchurch.org,


or leave the information in the Newsletter Mailbox next to the copy machines in the Church Office.





The AUGUST OUTREACH BASKET will go to the men’s group sponsored by Fairview Christian Church.  Once a month, Fairview sponsors a breakfast for homeless men.  After that breakfast, the men select up to five things from goods that the Church has on hand.  Needs include:  back packs, clothing, blankets (it will be cold again), toiletries, including wash cloths and towels.  In addition, food is always welcome, including anything with a substantial shelf life. Because these men generally lack the ability to dry clean clothing, it is better to provide items that can be washed.  Cotton sweaters, jeans, tee shirts and all the things we take for granted will be greatly appreciated.  So long as they are clean and serviceable, previously used clothing will be very welcome.
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GET READY. . .





. . . to celebrate!  UCC is 25 years old!  Where does the time go?  We have come so far in 25 years, developing many rich and wonderful traditions in our church and forming valuable friendships along the way.  Appropriately, we break ground on the beautiful new addition for our church this year as well.  Please plan on coming together to commemorate this 25-year milestone on the weekend of September 26th-28th.  Invitations will be mailed out in late summer, and more details will follow as we get closer to the event. 


We will be charging $25.00 for food expenses.  However we will incur other costs for invitations, commemorative gifts to charter members, flowers, the band, etc.   If you have not signed up to donate $25.00 toward this event and wish to do so, please sign the PIC board or call the church office.    If you have signed up, please don’t forget to turn in your check marked 25th anniversary to the church office or in the collection plate.  











CONTINUING EDUCATION	


	


I recently completed a Lifespan Christian Education Directory that covers all of the classes and special programs offered for the 2008/2009 school year here at UCC.  Included are dates, times and information on regular Sunday services, Adult Sunday Discussion Group, Cook’s/Family Nights Out, Bible Study Classes, Our Whole Lives, theatrical productions and much more.  I hope you find this information helpful.  I am asking for your help in keeping the cost of mailing down.  The program directories will be available to pick up at the church the first three Sundays in August.  If you have not picked up your family’s copy by then I will mail the remaining copies out.  


	August will be pretty quiet around the church as we all finish up summer vacations and get ready to start school but just wait until September! 


 	Mark your calendars, September 7 is the first day of Sunday School and our annual Pancake Breakfast following the service.  Hope to see you all there.





Shalom, Karen








