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The 
SEPTEMBER OUTREACH 
BASKET
 will go to the Alzheimer’s Association’s local chapter. National Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is September and September 21st is World Alzheimer’s Day. The Memory Walk is the Alzheimer’s Associations largest fund raiser and this year will take place on October 4th at the Sedgwick County Zoo at 9AM.  We would love to have as many of our members join in this walk as possible.  It costs nothing to join a team and brings attention to a cause that will undoubtedly touch each and every one of us at some point in the future, if it’s not already. Beginning September 7th there will be a sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall for any and all who want to join.  If you have any questions please see Shannon Boone or call her at 316/650-9646 or email Shays8@msn.com. More information will be posted by
 
the Outreach Baskets on the 7th.
)
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Steeple Notes…
	
	I have been in correspondence for the last several months with a man in prison.  He struggles to come to terms with the barrenness of prison life and desperate conditions that brought many of his cellmates to jail.  He is struck by the level of violence that is characteristic of them, quite a contrast to the middle class lifestyle he grew up with.  Harder still is reconciling his crime, a sexual offense, with his deeper core and familial values.  There is, of course, embarrassment and guilt.  But perhaps the greatest pain is the alienation and shame that he has brought to his family.
	I have been a part of, studied, and thought about the human condition for a very long time.  This young man is no different than the rest of us.  We may not have committed a crime or got caught for one.  But we all are serving time in a world that is characteristically violent.  I never met anyone who did not struggle with ethical issues that exposed a stark contrast between professed values and behaviors.  I have met few people who have not experienced alienation from some members of or all of their families.  No one escapes the realities of human guilt and shame.
	 Regardless of how progressive we may be we cannot be an effective church if we do not recognize the human condition for what it is, broken and estranged.  The temptation of the liberal church has been to be overly optimistic about human nature and its proclivity for desire and its penchant for fear.  Consequently we do not recognize all of the behaviors that follow, including greed, anger, jealousy, dominance, and violence.  When we dismiss these properties we are ill equipped to comprehend events like school shootings or terrorist attacks.  We will hold extensive and expensive studies on remedies such as X-ray machines for high schools and airports.  But none of these responses ever finally solve the problem because they do not attend the torn hearts of men and women.
	When we deny the fact of evil any effort to proclaim hope is diminished.  We tend to offer social and political criticisms or solutions.   Our “good news” is reform of one kind or another, whether it is “No child left behind,” or “Parental Responsibility” welfare legislation.  Please do not misunderstand me.  There is an important role for government and social policy makers to try to improve our society.  As citizens we have a responsibility to participate in such processes.  As Christians we share a larger office of articulating the reality of hubris and bringing the profound grace of God to a fragmented world.
	I have to tell you that I am not always sure what that means or how we do it.  I do earnestly believe that the broken parts of my life have been bound up by a love that is greater than any single agent or company of graceful men and women.  I also know that the darker shadows that fall on my heart have been enlightened by a wisdom that is brighter than logic and knowledge.  I confess that I must also get over my embarrassment with the language of faith.  How do we maintain the integrity of faith and reason?  How can we be more faithful – not to simple tradition – but to the deeper currents of truth that our heritage has brought us thus far?  Perhaps the struggle for language is at the heart of progressive faith.  
	
Yours in faith,
Gary


             



 (
Cooks Night Out
:  
Cooks Night Out will be 
Wednesday, September 17
.
  This month we will be getting a head start on celebrating next year’s 200th Birthday of Abraham Lincoln with a special appearance by Honest Abe himself! Tom Leahy will join us to perform his celebrated Abe Lincoln impression. Tickets are $15.00.
)
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UCC FELLOWSHIP DINNER SIGN-UPS BEGIN
You are invited to be a part of the Fall Fellowship Dinners at UCC.  There will be one dinner in October and one in November.  The exact dates will be determined once the sign-ups are complete and the hosts are able to contact the participants.
The dinners are a wonderful way for UCC members and those interested in becoming members to get better acquainted.   There will be a group of 8-10 who will meet in someone’s home for a pot-luck dinner and an evening of fellowship and fun.  These dinners are for anyone who is interested.  Single, married, divorced, widowed—everyone is welcome.
 
If you are interested in being a part of the Fall Fellowship Dinners, please sign the sheet on the PIC board in Fellowship Hall or call Cathy or Cyndi at the church office.  If you are able to host a dinner, we would appreciate your signing up to be a host on the sign-up sheet.  
)

















CHURCH RECORD

New UCC Babies!  March babies we missed announcing!  A late congratulations to Candice and Nelson Ung on the birth of daughter Savannah Claire on March 13th; and to Renee and Mike Duxler on the birth of son Elijah Garth on March 26th.  We look forward to meeting these new little ones soon! 

Deaths:  UCC member Pat Raymond passed away on August 2nd.  Our condolences to his wife Sue and the Raymond family.




 (
The Family as 
Spiritual
 
Center
 
An opportunity for families – and define that any way you want to – to learn about the ways in which our home can be a nurturing center for faith development.  You will learn not only how faith develops but also resources for encouraging spiritual affirmation and maturation. These classes will meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:00, and include a meal and child care.  The cost for the four sessions is $20.00 per adult. The sign up sheet is on the PIC board in Fellowship Hall.
September 3: What is Faith?  
October 1:  Human and Faith Development 
November 5: The Stages of Faith looks at the work of James Fowler.  
December 3: The Home 
As
 
Faith
 
Center
            Please bring a three-ringed notebook for the handouts of prayers, blessings, and family rituals that will be distributed.  In the winter of 2009 Family as 
Spiritual
 
Center
 will focus on world religions, not just their beliefs and practices, but also their resources for spiritual wisdom.  The cost for these five sessions is $25.00 per adult.
Minister’s Study Class 
Beginning September 7, Rev. Dr. Gary Blaine will begin the Minister’s Study Class on Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00 downstairs in the Science and Exploration Room.  The fall session will focus on the parables of Jesus.  The schedule will be:
Sept. 7. Introduction to the parables with a focus on The Leaven in Matthew 13:33.
Sept. 14: The Mustard Seed in Luke 13: 18-21
Sept 21: Hidden Treasures in Matt. 13: 44
Sept 28: The Good Samaritan in Luke 10:30-35
Oct. 5: The Prodigal Sons in Luke 15: 11-32
Oct. 12: The Unforgiving Slave in Matt. 18: 23-34
Oct. 19: The Dinner Party in Luke 14: 16-24
)













































MODERATOR’S REPORT

	A few members have sent letters that concern me. They are complaints for the most part that probably are not all that unusual for healthy churches. I'm sure there have always been things some people don't agree with. 
	One person, for example, wants to eliminate the children's part of the Sunday services. The problem, as the writer sees it, is that it takes too much time and the children would be better served if the director of religious education delivered the message to them. 
	Actually, this part of the service does not take up much time, and it gives the kids a taste of what it's like to be a part of the Sunday service. We hope they will want to become members when they are old enough, and they are less likely to do that if they don't know what it's like to attend a regular Sunday service. They still have time to hear a message in regular Sunday school classes. 
	Besides, their message often is of some use to adults, too. Most members, I think, are happy to provide this little interlude for the children even if occasionally they don't get much out of it themselves. 
	I would like to see us become a little more tolerant of change. 
	There was also some difference over whether the Stephen ministry is needed. I'm sure we could get along nicely for another quarter century without it, but why not do it if we have people who are willing to give up personal time to train people and others willing to be trained? 
	It's true, as one letter writer said, that one-on-one visits with those in need can be worthwhile. But without training, there is no certainty that the visit will help or harm. Having the church involved in a semi-official manner through the Stephen ministry is more likely to provide the kind of help needed. 
	Like the children's service, we ought to give it a chance. 
	Another criticism involves the perception that there are too many new committees and too many new programs that they administer. 
	If there is blame here, I am at least partially responsible. When I became moderator I decided I would try to be as active as I could and to help the new minister as much as possible. It has to be  difficult to leave a ministry where there is love and try to attract the same kind of love in a new church in a new town among people who had been very happy with the only two ministers who had ever served the church on a permanent basis. 
	Much progress has been made in 12 months, but there is more work to be done. 
	Part of that work involves finding some additional people to fill the pews. A small number of members have decided they don't want to stay here, a small number have moved to other cities, some are ill and can't often attend, some have died and others just don't show up from one Sunday to another. 
	And, unfortunately, it doesn't take many missing members out of the 200 or so who might attend to make the sanctuary look pretty empty. We have added some new members who for one reason or another visited and liked the place or were referred by friends. More are needed. Twenty new members would make the place look occupied. 
	That's where a lot of these new programs come in. The minister and I and others have decided that we have to get ourselves out in the community to show people what we're like. We can't just stop people on the street and invite them to become members. 
	So, we devised a program of outside, distinguished speakers to come here. If only one person came and saw us as we really are and decided he wanted to be a part of it, the effort would be worthwhile. This is the rationale behind special music programs, plays and music theater productions and other things we may do. It's time to be a little different. 
	It is why we are doing a three-year strategic plan. We want to sit down and come up with goals so that we have a purpose. It is not change for change's sake—it's change to become more of what we say we stand for in our mission statement. 
	With your help, we'll get it done. 

**************************************************************************************************************
	Many thanks are owed to those persons named below who have made gifts and pledges in support of the building addition.  All of the costs of the various elements of the project are not yet in our possession but will be soon.  Nearly 1.1 million dollars has been raised to date, through gifts and pledges.  Remember, the congregation specified in its approval that the money to be spent cannot exceed the money raised!
	The building committee will soon wrap up its fund raising efforts in recognition of the fact that the most important priority of the church is the annual stewardship campaign.

Sincerely, the Building Addition Committee

Building Donors

Alexander, Holly		Hauck, Dot & Harold		Ranney, Mary Ann
Beggs, Don & Shirley		Heinrichs, Ralph & Kathy	Rhatigan, Jim & Beverly
Biles, Bob & Wanda		Hughes, Melba V.		Rhea, Phil & Jonnie 
Blaine, Gary & Mimi Leo		Jones, Anita			Ritchie, H. Dean & Barbara
Blankenship, Ted & Dorothy	Jones, Ted & Helen		Ritchie, Scott & Carol
Blonigen, Brad & Kim		Kidd,Roger & Paula		Russell, Charles & Gloria
Boyd, James			Knighton, Mac & Jean 		Sisson, Frank & Anne
Brown, Wesley E.		Knighton, Kate 			Smith, Elwayne & Carol
Buckley, Janet 			Lane, Stuart & Catherine	Smith, Joyce
Buehler, Bruce & Jacquie	Leisy, Jerry & Diane		Sommerfeld, Kay
Carnahan, John & Cindy	Logan, Ann			Squire, Charles & Margit
Conlee, Mary Ellen		Mason, Dean & Corlie		Taylor, Stephen
Davenport, Rosemary		McKee, Tim & Barbara		Theis, Roger
Deering, Bert & Jan		Mills, Anna			Tims, Burt & Sharon
Dorrah, Ann			Morse, John & Kay		Tremble, Frank & Judy
Eby, Martin & Melodee		Nye, Gary & Karen		Tucker, Rebecca
Fogle, Lee & Pat		Page, Tom & Mindy		Wallace, Arland
Fugate, Justus			Park, Bill & Diane		Wallace, Velma
Gerould, Romy & Lavinia	Poore, Gary			West, Richard
Green, Dwayne & Debbi		Pottorff, Gary & Jo Ann		Widmer, Larry & Barbara
Greene, Leon			Price, Harriett			Williams, Mary
Hamm, Bob			Purvis, Pat	



2008 Robert Meyers Lecture Series – October 3rd – 5th

University Congregational Church will host our first Robert Meyers Lecture Series in October.  We hope you will join us in this exciting opportunity to explore our faith and knowledge through the lectures of Dr. Brandon Scott, Dr. Joseph Bessler.   Tickets are on sale now!  A table is set up in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday service at which you can purchase tickets or sponsorships. Dr. Kay Northcutt will be the speaker on Sunday, Oct.5 for the installation of Dr. Blaine.   Ticket Prices $15      1 ticket for lecture; $25 Tickets for both lectures

Sponsorship Opportunities*

$500 - Gold     8 tickets for both lectures (total of 16 tickets)
$250 - Silver    4 tickets for both lectures (total of 8 tickets)
$100 - Bronze 2 tickets for both lectures (total of 4 tickets)

* Note:  Sponsorships include admission to Sponsors’ Wine and Cheese Reception on October 3rd, 6:30 pm., in Fellowship Hall.

A big thank you to the people who have already signed up to sponsor the Robert Meyers’ Lecture Series.  We appreciate your support as we depend on your generosity to make this very important event happen.  If you wish to give a sponsorship for this event, you may sign up in Fellowship Hall or call the Church Office.

A REQUEST FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE:   All checks written for special events and designated funds need to have the specific fund/event written in the Memo line of the check, such as “25th Anniversary donation” or “Meyers’ Lecture Series sponsorship”. When writing your regular pledge check, we would like to ask if you could write “pledge” in the Memo line to eliminate any confusion.  If at all possible, please write separate checks for the different events. This will help the office staff get the checks to the correct account and will eliminate having to do split deposits.   Thank you.  

NOTE from the 25 Year Anniversary Committee:

If you are a UCC charter member and did not have an RSVP form enclosed in your invitation for the 25th anniversary weekend, please contact the church office.
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Mark your calendar for the special events listed below
:
September 3
 - 
T
he 
first “
Family 
as
 
Spiritual
 
Center
”
 meeting 
which
 will meet the first Wednesday of each month.
  September’s meeting subject 
-  “
What is Faith?”
September 11-13
 
-
 
UCC will present the Dinner Theater production of 
Tuesday’s
 
with 
Morrie
.
September 20
 – First Aid/CPR Class, 8:30-5:00 pm
September 26-2
8
 
-
 T
he 25th Anniversary Celebration of 
UCC.
October 1 –
 The second “Family as 
Spiritual
 
Center
” meeting – subject is Human and Faith Development.
October 3-4
 
- 
Robert Meyer’s Lecture 
October 5
 Installation of Rev. Dr. Gary Blaine as Senior Minister of University Congregational Church.
) (
CONTINUING EDUCATION
 
Parents, as you send your children off to another year at school, you can tell them I'm right there with them.  After being out of school for 17 years I began Masters Studies at Phillips Theological Seminary in 
Tulsa
 this week.  I drive to 
Tulsa
 Tuesday mornings, take classes and then return home Tuesday evening.  It is going to be a challenge but I am excited about the opportunity to learn and better serve the members of UCC.  For the time being I am enrolled in the Certificate Program which is 18 credit hours.  We'll see where that leads me.  
 
September is shaping up to be a busy month.  The first "Family as 
Spiritual
 
Center
" class is Wednesday, September 3.  If you plan on attending please contact me (634-0430).  Sunday School classes begin September 7
 
which 
 is
 also the day of the Pancake Breakfast.  High School students
 
- 
 I
 will be contacting you about this event.  The play 
Tuesday's 
With
 
Morrie
 is scheduled for September 11, 12 and 13 in the Sanctuary.  Dinner and Show is $20, show only $10 with a $5 discount for students.  Also call me if you plan on participating in the First Aid/CPR class on September 20 (8:30 am - 5:00 pm) I need to get a head count.  Check the newsletter for other events this month.  
 
Shalom,
 
Karen
)
image1.png




