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NOTE FROM NEWSLETTER EDITOR
W
e will be testing new formats for our monthly newsletter beginning with 
the March 
newsletter and going through 
May
.   After 
trying 
several new formats, we will ask the congregation for feedback on which 
one 
you like the best. 
)
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Steeple Notes…
	
		Biblical literacy has been a major characteristic of my ministry for 35 years.  I have always tried to bring current and relevant scholarship to my preaching and teaching.  To that end I am focusing my column on Plymouth Congregational Church’s lecture series, “Word & Note,” February 5 – 7.  Plymouth is hosting:

JOHN DOMINIC CROSSAN AND MARCUS J. BORG

Dr. Crossan is author of twenty-five books, including The Birth of Christianity and Jesus: A Revolutionary.  His major themes include the historical Jesus, Paul and the early church.  Crossan is a scholar with the Jesus Seminar and lectures across the world.

Dr. Borg is also a scholar with the Jesus Seminar, and the Hundere Chair of Religion and Culture at Oregon State University.  His books include Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time, This Heart of Christianity.  Dr. Borg also travels the world offering lectures on his research.

	The heart of the lectures is as follows:
Friday, February 5, 7:00 – 8:00: Borg and Crossan lecture followed by wine and cheese reception.
Saturday, February 6, 10:00 – 11:30: Workshop by Borg and Crossan
	  	11:30 – 12:30 box lunch available for attendees at $5.00
		12:30 – 2:00 the workshop continues
Sunday, February 7, 10:30 – Worship with Crossan and Borg preaching

There are other events including a concert featuring Arthur Marks on Saturday evening.

For a complete schedule and information about tickets go to Plymouth’s website at www.plymouth-church.net/SpecialEvents.html or call the church’s office at 684-0221.
Plymouth is located at 202 North Clifton Ave. in Wichita.

	I am planning on attending all of the lectures Friday and Saturday and I hope you will have room on your schedule for this event.  I have heard both men speak and I have read most of their books.  You will not be disappointed.
	Yours in faith,
	Gary
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DATES TO REMEMBER

· February 3, Wednesday, Women’s Guild Luncheon, In the program month we learn “How Music Influences Our Health”  presented by Miriam Hofsinger.  Social time is at 12 noon and Lunch is served at 12:30 p.m. Cost is $7.00.  Make your reservation by calling Rosie Howell at 652-7985.

·  February 3, Wednesday Dr. Blaine continues his Religion and Life Series titled “The Other Gospels” This month he presents “The Gospel of Thomas-Saying Source of the Synoptic Gospels 6:00 Dinner 6:30 Class Please sign up in Fellowship Hall so we know how many dinners to order. 

· Dr. Blaine continues his Bible Study on “Paul-Enigma, Theologian, and      Founder” .  Sunday Mornings 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
       Feb. 7--Paul and Justification of Faith
       Feb. 14--Paul: Christ Crucified
       Feb. 21--Paul: Life Together
       Feb.28—Our Issues with Paul and How We Appropriate Him Today 
      Suggested Reading-The First Paul by Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic 
      Crossan.           

· February 11-13 - Thursday thru Saturday. Mark your calendars! Karen Robu is presenting her UCC Dinner Theater Show “OMGII, The Second Coming”. 
      Dinner and show $20.  Show only $10.  Students $5. Discount
      Doors open for dinner at 6:30 p.m.   Show begins at 8:00 p.m.

· February 14, Sunday, Pancake Breakfast The youth of the church will cook and serve as a Fundraiser for their next mission trip.  Free will offering.
 (
A big 
Thank you
 from the Staff 
to all
 of you who gave us gifts and goodies during the holidays.
  This also means you Santa who slips a treat in our boxes each year. 
)
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C
HRISTIAN EDUCATION
Karen Malone and Diane Worth have been working for the past year with the UCC high school group.  I would like to take this time to thank them for all their hard work, and also to welcome Rhonda Templon onboard.  Rhonda, Diane, and Karen will alternate weeks leading the high school group in discussion, and in outreach projects.  I know they are going to be a great team.  Parents, please note that beginning in February, we are asking the high school students to attend the regular church service, on the 
first Sunday of the month only, 
instead of meeting for Sunday school.  We will hold Sunday school classes on all other weeks.
I am very excited to have Paul Jackson back with us, not only because he is a dear friend, but also because he is a great help to me on our annual musical dinner theatre production.  You won’t want to miss this year’s production, 
OMG II – 
The
 Second Coming, 
February 11, 12, and 13.  It will be an evening full of great music featuring Burt Tims, Ted Blankenship, Paul Jackson, Karen Robu, 
Alannah
 Templon, Emily Blaine, Katie Robu, 
Francie
 Robu, and five WSU music theatre majors.  Plus a wonderful meal catered by our own Women’s Guild.  Call 634-0430 for reservations.  Proceeds go to Habitat for Humanity’s Disaster Response for Haiti.
Peace,
Karen
)
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Moderator’s Corner

	Moderator’s Corner - February

The Congregational Conversation held on January 13th was extremely successful.  Participants were given an overview of the Strategic Plan for UCC, including its inception, implementation, and progress to date.  Each board and task force reported on the goals that were developed in 2009, discussed accomplishments during the year, and provided a look ahead into 2010.  Brainstorming by participants generated many insightful observations and suggestions.  Participants shared their reactions to the strategic plan reports by discussing what they found  to be positive and exciting, by voicing any concerns about tactical planning, and by suggesting additional goals that could be a part of the strategic plan.  There was a terrific exchange of ideas, and the approach was very positive.  All of the ideas that were generated are being compiled into a list that will be discussed and considered by the Strategic Plan Committee for 2010.  Thank you to all who presented reports and to those who attended and shared ideas.

There is much to look forward to in February, including the Religion and Life Spring Session, the continuation of the Minister’s Bible Study on Sunday mornings, and Karen Robu’s production of OMG II, the Second Coming.  Again, thank you to all who give so much of your time and talents to UCC.   

Ann Dorrah, Moderator           
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