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Music Notes
Richard Crowson & Friends with the UCC Chancel Choir present

?Aﬂ Appalachian Christmas

A special all music Sunday church service
10:30 a.m. on December 11, 2011

Bring your friends and family to this down home Christimas treal.
CD's will be available to purchase for $5. Order yours in Fellowship Hall.

Revelations Recap

The Music Board and Church Choir would like to thank everyone for their support for
Revelations! Thank you so much to those who “showed up” early on Sunday evening and
pitched in to prepare Fellowship Hall.

A special thanks to Tim Duncan who handled the sound and lights; to Helen Griffin who
accompanied everyone on the piano; to Doris Buss who played during dinner (and for
Ted Blankenship’s numbers); to Bucky Walters for doing what he does so well; to Dorothy
Blankenship for “running the kitchen”; and to Sharon Tims for her organizational skills.

A great big thank-you to all who came to Revelations and to those who support the Music
Program at UCC. We are truly blessed to have talented college students as part of our
choir and worship experience. It would not be possible without the support of the UCC
church members. The profit including extra donations was $1,193.43. All going to the
Student Scholarship fund. :
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Useful Tidbits

Christmas Eve &

Christmas Day Services
There will not be a Christmas
Eve service this year at

UCC. The church service on
Christmas Day will be as usual,
at 10:30am.

Church office will be CLOSED
Monday, December 26 for the
Christmas holiday AND
Monday, January 2 for the
New Year’s holiday.

Be Included submit news items

to Cyndi Richter: cyndi@ucchurch.org

GO GFeen it you prefer to receive
an e-newsletter as a PDF each month, let
us know: cathy@ucchurch.org
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News from the Belfry

Th@ hOlldEly SCB&OH,S h@f'@. Before you know it we will be, singing
Christmas carols, and pulling trees to the curb (if you still use a live tree.)

I want to take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you a blessed
Christmas. May your turkeys be succulent, your gifts appropriate, and your
family reunions joyful.

My last Sunday with you is December 25th, Christmas Day. I find some
irony in that but I am planning on making that a service of love and
celebration of the presence of God in the‘world.

This is my last newsletter column, but I will be sending out a letter in the
next few weeks outlining appropriate boundary issues with my departure as
YOur senior minister.

I wish the very best of University Congregational Church. May your future
be blessed by the guidance of God and the compassion of the Carpenter.

Yours in Faith,

Gary
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Outreach News

The Head-To-Toe Hygiene Pantry completed its first year in October. For those
of you who were not here for the celebration of the successful first year on
October 30th, the following numbers are impressive and worthy of letting you
know.

# 5,455 is the number of families served during the first year of the pantry

# 19, 430 is the number of total people served
# 38, 471 is the number of products given out e @
& 2,176 is the number of volunteer hours not Head:[b:lbe

only by our members but people from other HYGIENE PANTRY
churches in Wichita as well. *

There is a slide show that can be played on the TV in Fellowship Hall that tells
the story of the pantry in pictures. You are welcome to watch it when you get a
chance. It shows not only the need but the gratitude of those who are served.
It also shows the dedication of the many volunteer hours it takes to make it
happen. A huge thank you to Mimi Leo, Debbi Green, Kim Carraway and all of
you who have given your time and money to support the pantry.




Moderator’s Message
by Mert Buckley

From Mary Ellen Conlee, President of the UCC Board of Trustees

I continue to be concerned about the state of our pledge income, both the completion of 2011 pledges as well as the
slow pledge support for 2012. While some say that we can fund next year by allocating funds from our recent Buchanan
gift, others feel that would be fiscally irresponsible. Some have indicated that they will wait and see what happens once
the church search committee proposes a new minister. Still others ask that we reduce the budget to match the planned

‘WG Women’s Guild

Baby Shower brought 20
UCC women together to

The search is on. Formation of the Ministerial Search Committee was
completed in late October by election of seven members at-large by the

Council. These seven join the moderator, and seven other members who were
selected by their respective boards from the church to serve on the Search
Committee. All of this in accordance with our bylaws. This is a good group of
people. Effort was made to include members who have not been traditionally
involved in church governance in order to bring new voices into the process,
yet still include veterans for experience. I feel we have a good balance and
great talent.

We have met several times, mostly consisting of organizational work,
determining where to advertise, placing advertisements for the position, and
establishing procedures. We have a few applicants already, but it is still early
in the process. We will keep you advised as news develops, but frankly don't
expect anything meaningful that we can announce for some time. Please relay
suggestions you have to any of the committee members below.

Search Committee for Senior Minister

1. Jerry Becker Deacons’ selection
2. Susan Barrett Deacons’ selection
3. Mary Ellen Conlee Trustees' selection
4,  John Carraway Trustees' selection
5. Diane Park Qutreach Board's selection
6.  Paul Jackson Music Board's selection
7. Cathy Debbrecht Christian Education Board'’s selection
8.  Mert Buckley Moderator
9. Candy Cain Member-at-large
10.  Anita Jones Member-at-large
11,  Sue Anderson Member-at-large
12.  Nancy Cochener Member-at-large
13.  Joyce Smith Member-at-large
14.  Leigh Aaron Leary Member-at-large
15.  Ann Dorrah Member-at-large

Socml Scene

_ Men’s Group Lunch
= Meets the 3rd Thursday
. edch month.

Congreganonal Cafe

January 29th, 11:30am-12:30pm
in Fellowship Hall for the
Congregational Cafe.

This is a small group

congregational conversation that
will meet monthly with the intent
of keeping our congregation " poot 3
informed as we go through the . Fellowship Hall or call the church

o : . . ¢ office.
transition to an interim minister(s) B

and a new senior minister. %: % %

# at Louie’s Grill & Bar, 9747 East

All are welcome to listen, and
ask questions. Topics will he
announced in the Sunday bulletin.

¢ Thursday, Dec. 15th at 11:30am *

¢ 21st St. North (Webb & 21st). Let us
¢ know if you need a ride. Signup in *

4:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall .

fill 60 bags with diapers,
wipes, lotion, baby wash,
warm blankets, outfits, and
toys for underprivileged
mothers. The 60 warm
blankets and receiving
blankets were made at
the Sew Ins here at the
church. A delicious soup
and sandwich lunch was
served — so good that it
was decided to do a soup
cook book.

JUST SOUPS COOK BOOK
Ladies (and gentlemen too)
if you have a favorite soup
recipe you would be willing
to share, please contact
Grace Kneil at grace.kneil@
wichita.edu.

New Year—
New Flowers

The flower signup sheet for 2012
is up in Fellowship Hall. Be sure
to pick your date soon so you get
the one you want.

Tai Chi & Yoga

Tai Chi classes scheduled each
Monday at 5:30p.m. will be

cancelled the month of December.

Yoga will meet each Tuesday at

October 22, 20
Open letler Ffrom a friend of the church:

IZ i5 rry wunderstanding that UCC began as a wmgue church
'f/?f-f'\/r'nﬁ and 31-0:4):'/15 on Zhe faes\sffonr'nﬁ nalstre /705\5&55&:/ 5}/
both the leadersh 74 and Z‘/?e C’.ohg!‘ej‘dﬁtoﬁf IZ was a ﬁ/cide
where the elesent's of one s ratondl Zhink ing were resSpected
and nerdired. ﬂey learned fronrr one ancther, Z‘/L]ey ledrned
From literacre ) Z‘/?rsy learned FForr \SCN'/DZ‘A(!*&S 3 fﬁey fearned
From Aistory, Chey learned From music, they learned.... period.

The aonﬁrejaz‘ron was the best examp/e oF dCCe/)Z‘aanae and
Yolerance that cowld be found in a’ church’ \Set"c‘fng ........
gererally older, generally well educaled, generally tolerant of
e :‘deas 3 Sehera//y r:'C’./7 e eXperl'ehCeS 2 7;4/6)/ A)tf—? f LOOKIA/G
FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT! UCC offered the alternalive
exlpeh'ence A fe//om/?{p Combined with the Search £or
%nom/ed’ﬁe, uﬂafer\sfanaffnﬁ, wiSdonrt, and YfS, 6((474114&(51-@"

Lhen I go to " church’, I want to hear the wisdor of
Christ, 2he wisdom of' Buddha, 2he wisdort of great men and
women. I want o learn of thoSe who hale SwutfFered adversity
and carried (=75 those who /7@/6_ overcone o\/era)/‘}e/m:‘ng

loss and carried on. I want Yo hear the words of great
ewhiters, philosophers, scientists. I want to learn From Che
courageous acts of others in the hope that I M:j/’!f dare Zo
emitlade Cherr Shoetld Zhe need arise. I want To learn 2o /e in
THIS coorld we inkabit with 3rea-c‘er ewisdom and compassion.
yES Zhe fo}‘eﬁo:hﬂ Mearns /V,’lhi'/)’ﬂzlhj rr'éaa/ So sruch the éeleer
I hope UCC 'S interim sunister and new sunister will ér:nj “us
ricore of the above. T Aope he/She will be comfortable with
amé:'ﬁm‘z'y and woith /?II\S/ fer own belief 5},/5(!3/77 ..... ot /ac.é oF
Sanie.

UCC needs o make Frown (2S .Sr'»ga/ar place in 2he plethora
o churches in tichta. In sy opinion LCC eoll 2hrive on

ahffz,(ehe\f\f or pehv‘jﬁ Front /ch of /7.

Sincerels, Melodee 555/

income. None of these approaches seem satisfactory as we plan for the future of our church.

The following letter to the Stewardship Committee shifts our attention in a new direction - drawing on where we are and
challenging us to remain a unique place, so instead of focusing on our financial woes, I ask you to consider Melodee Eby's
thoughts as you decide about supporting the University Congregational Church.

Améhg Our'Owh -

Baptism

Tim and Barbara McKee's
grandchildren, Timothy, Georgia,
and Lillian McKee were baptized
at UCC on October 30 by Dr.
Blaine.

The baptism of Carter Jon Herod
was performed at the Herod
residence on October 30 by Dr.
Blaine. Carter is the son of Becki
and Jell Herod, brother to Elliot,
Emersyn, and Edisyn Herod, and
grandson of Dwayne and Debbi
Green.

In Memoriam

Maxine Pullman, wife of Norman
Pullman died on October 10th.
Her service was officiated by Dr.
Blaine at UCC on October 15. Our
condolences go out to Norman and
his family.

Betty Brookover, long time
member of UCC, died on
November 27th. Betty is survived
by her husband John who lives in
Wichita. Our condolences go out to
John.




